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PREFACE. 



The present translation embodies but a 
portion of the more important work of Dr. 
Lefebvre, from which it is for the most 
part taken. 

The translator, while desiring to leave 
nothing out of the English edition which 
might add to its interest, and at the same 
time furnish a complete and connected 
narrative of Louise Lateau's case, has yet 
thought it advisable to omit the exclusively 
medical study of the ecstasy and stigmata, 
which none but scientific men would care 
to follow. 

He has striven to the best of his power 
to preserve a strict adherence both to the 
style and text of his author, which must 
prove his excuse for anything constrained 
or artificial in the English version. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



At the commencement of last year 
(1868) a singular rumour spread over 
Belgium. The tale ran that, in a village 
of Hainault, a young girl lost blood every 
week from various parts of the body, and 
to render it the more remarkable, that the 
blood never escaped but on the Fridays, 
and then invariably from the same points, 
the left side of the breast, the palms and 
backs of the hands, and the corresponding 
parts of the feet. A few months later, it 
was further stated that the young girl, as 
each Priday came round, fell into an ecstasy 
which lasted for the greater part of the 
day. 

The accounts of the first witnesses of 
these extraordinary facts produced a lively 
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impression on the public mind, and crowds 
soon assembled each week around the 
humble cottage where they took place. 

The religious authorities were the first 
to initiate an inquiry, as was their right 
and duty. From the commencement they 
recognized many elements in the case 
which science could alone solve; and it 
was thus that I was invited to study it, 
with an express understanding that, while 
my examination was to be purely a medi- 
cal one, it was to be most full and com- 
plete in its scope, and to shrink from no 
test which the researches of modern 
science might suggest, no matter how 
severe and searching in their character. 

In making this statement, I do not 
doubt but I shall astonish those of my 
readers who are strangers to the traditions 
of the Catholic Church. In the Protes- 
tant and outside world there reigns a 
double prejudice; on the one hand, it is 
imagined by many that the Church is 
incessantly on the watch for new revela- 
tions and new miracles; on the other. 
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that she is now-a-days far too prudent to 
bring forward facts of the supernatural 
order, in face of a sceptical and mocking 
generation. 

They neither of them understand the- 
Church. Truth is the daughter of heaven i 
and when she descends upon earth,, whe- 
ther she be popular and triumphant, or 
lowly and despised,, the Church, like a 
divine hostess, always receives her and 
honours her with respectful and tender 
homage. 

Far be it from her to set her seal upon 
apocryphal miracles or doubtful wonders ; 
she is ever the deadly enemy of all error, 
and wherever she meets it, covered though 
it may be with the mask of religion, de- 
noimces it without anger but without pity. 

I felt honoured in accepting the task 
confided to me, and I must confess that I 
was encouraged by the thought that the 
science to ^ which I had devoted my life 
could hardly fail to be a gaiuer by the 
investigation of these new problems thus 
brought under her notice. 
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It is needless for me to say that I have 
no desire to overstep the limits imposed 
on me, and I shall content myself with 
merely giving the medical study of Louise 
Lateau's case; but even confined within 
these bounds the question is one of no 
ordinary diflSiculty, and in recognizing the 
responsibility it involves, I must equally 
acknowledge my own unworthiness to 
undertake it. Nevertheless, I have too 
much respect for the public to enter upon 
so deKcate and novel a subject without 
deep and earnest preparation. 

Having been for fifteen years at the 
head of the medical staff of two asylums 
for the insane, having during the same 
period delivered a special course of lee- 
tures on mental maladies, I have been led, 
as much by taste as by necessity, to ex- 
plore with minute care the immense and 
difficult domain of the nervous affec- 
tions. 

Por eighteen months I have closely 
observed the phenomena of the Bois 
d'Haine mystery, studying them apart. 
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and comparing them with the facts, more 
or less analogous, which medical annals 
have preserved. 

Thus prepared, and ready in addition to 
accept and to profit by every fair and 
honest criticism, I have ventured to sen4 
forth my work to the world. 

I do not doubt that many deficiencies 
will be found in it, but I shall at least 
have the satisfaction of sincerity, and with 
this I am content. 

I propose, in the first part of this' trea- 
tise, to give a short and succinct bio- 
graphy of Louise Lateau, for it is impos- 
sible to appreciate the phenomena we 
shall have to study at their true value, 
without^ a knowledge of her who is the 
subject of them. 

In the second part I shall relate the 
facts in all their details. Those who have 
not seen them can only study them in 
their turn by having them reproduced 
with photographic exactness, and this con- 
sideration must be my excuse for the 
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minute paxticulars into which I shall have 
to descend. 

In the third part I shall disbuss the 
hypothesis of fraud. 



BIOGRAPHY OF LOUISE LATEAU; 



On the ontskirts of the village of Bois d'Haine, 
in the province of Hainault^ situated midway 
between Mops and Charleroi^ in the midst of a 
rich and prosperous country, may be seen by the 
road-side, in a rustic and retired situation, a 
lowly cottage. Nevertheless, the cleanly white- 
washed walls, set off by its green shutters and' 
its red tiled roof, give it a fresh and agreeable 
look. 

The house is extremely small, consisting indeed 
but of a single floor, divided into two rooms of 
unequal size ; the larger one some sixteen feet in 
length, by twelve in width, serving as a kitchen and 
general living room, its approach from the road 
being by a little rustic porch in rough wood-Work. 
The second room, barely half the size of the first, 
is occupied, and nearly filled, by the beds of the 
household, a species of loft or store-room, running 
above the whole. The floor is but of beaten earth, 
with an underground cellar, furnishing the double 
advantage of support and sanitary improvement. 

Thus, the scene of our present history is one 
truly of the poorest ; but the walls are without a 
speck on theit wbitenesS; the few scanty articles 
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of Lnmble farDitnre are polished till they shine 
again, while here and there a crncifix, and a few 
pioas pictures^ relieve the bareness of the apart- 
ments. 

Here was born^ on the 80th of January, 1850, 
Anne Lonise Latean, the third child of Gregory 
Latean and Adele Pissens. The father, then in 
his twenty-eighth year, was a simple workman, 
employed in a large iron foundry of the neighbonr- 
hood. Those of his acqnaintance describe him as 
an honest, straightforward man, of an ordinary 
bat little cultivated intelligence, aind of a good and 
gentle disposition. Short, and thickset, he was 
strong, and capable of bearing great fatigue, in 
fact, the very constitution for the rude nature of 
the toil required of him. I have assured myself 
by very careful enquiry, that he was never subject 
to any nervous disorder, nor had he daring his life 
been attacked by any species of hemorrhage.* 
Frugal and laborioup, gaining a fair wage for a 
fair day's work, Gregory Lateau was able to bring 
up his family, in poverty, indeed, but a degree 
above misery. His wife had brought him, as a 
marriage portion, a little plot of land, on which 
he contrived to raise a cottage, and he thas had 
the unusual happiness, for a working man, to feel 
himself '* in truth at home," and able to look for- 
ward with confidence to the future. 

" Mais rhomme propose et Dieu dispose.*' A 

* The reader must j9or<Zonme these detaila. To appreciate at 
their right Talne the phenomena observed in Lonise Latean it is 
most important to Bomtinize closely every fact which might 
tonoh on an hereditary morbid tendency. 
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few years later this hope was rndely overtamed by 
an event as melancholy as it was unexpected. 
Strnck down in the midst of bis health and 
strength by a vimlent attack of small-pox which 
then raged in the Tillage^ Gregory Lateau died 
after a few days illness^ the 17th of April, 1850. 
He left behind him three, danghters, still in their 
infacy. Rosina, the eldest, being but three; 
Adelina, a year younger ; while Lonise, the subject 
of our present sketch, was barely two and a half 
months old. Her birth had nearly cost the life of 
her mother, and she was still confined to her bed 
from its effects. To crown their misfortunes, the 
child had caught the contagious disease which had 
proved so fatal to the father, while^ to put the 
climax to their desolate state, the neighbours, 
listening only to their fears, entirely abandoned the 
infected house. Save for the attentions of Bosina, 
who trotted from her mother's bed to the cradle of 
her baby-sister, doing her little best to assist 
them, their helplessness was complete. It was 
thus that a workman entering the house twelve 
days after the death of Lateau, found the child 
wrapped up in the dried-out bandages applied by 
the doctor at his visit a week before. He was just 
in time; the last resources were exhausted, and 
hunger stared them in the face. Touched by their 
miserable condition, this good man, named 
Francis Delalien, (his deed deserves at least a 
record here), sent immediately to purchase pro- 
visions, and lavished on the almost dying child 
the most tender and assiduous attentions, which 
'Were eventually crowned with the success they so 
well merited. Thenceforward he watched over the 
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family with an almost paternal solicitude, wLich 
extended nntil the complete recovery of the 
mother, a period of nearly two years and a half, at 
the end of which time the widow Lateau had 
regained her former strength* 

The position of the family now rapidly improved, 
it was always poverty, bat a courageous and high- 
spirited poverty, and with health and strength as a 
breast-work and a support. Morning and evening 
the widow attended to her children, but was ob- 
liged to leave tbem during the day for her out- 
door work, the elder girl in her absence watching 
over her younger sisters. As maybe easily ima- 
gined, their diet was of the most frugal, added to 
many other extreme privations. Often during the 
cold weather, they were without fire, but the 
children's constitutions were good, they increased 
in stature and strength, and the time soon came 
' when they in their turn were able to work. 

Louise, when eight years old, was sent during 
the summer months to tend an old woman nearly 
as poor as themselves; bedridden and helpless, 
and dependent on assistance during the absence of 
her son at his daily work. Later on, Louise 
obtained the privilege of being sent for five 
months to school, where she proved an apt pupil, 
mastered her catechism, and learned to read and 
write a little ; and there her scholastic career 
abruptly terminated. At the age of eleven, after 
having made her first communion, Louise entered 
into the service of her great-aunt, the widow 
Goulon, an old woman of seventy-eight, who lived 
at Manage, in easy circumstances, with her son and 
daughlei -in-law. Louise there displayed a great 
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fictivity^ and a rare devotedness towards her infirm 
relaiive, occupying ber days in hoasehold work 
and often passing a great part of the night* in 
nursing her annt^ who died two years afterwards^ 
tended by her to the last. At her death she was 
recommended by her children to a lady at Bras- 
eels, with whom she remained but seven months, 
owing to a severe indisposition. This lady has 
always retained a deep and sincere affection for 
the young girl, and has many times since come 
to Bois d'Haine expressly to see her. On Louise's 
restoration to health, which was but the work of a 
few weeks, she obtained a situation as farm ser- 
vant, in Manage, where she left behind her, as 

with the widow Goulon and Madame D , the 

same souvenirs of devoted courage, patient labour, 
calm and humble piety, and of charity to the 
poor. Becalled thence by her mother, she re- 
turned to the bosom of her family, where she 
applied herself to needlework in conjunction with 
her two sisters. 

Sach, in a few words, has been the simple life 
of this poor girl. In order to place her as clearly 
as possible before the mind's eye of my reader, 
let me endeavour rapidly to sketch her portrait. 

Louise Lateau, now twenty years of age, is a 
little below the middle height, and of a full 
figure : her complexion delicate, with a soft clear 
skin ; her hair light, her blue eyes bright and 
gentle in their expression. The mouth is small, 
with beautiful white teeth ; her whole physiog- 
nomy is agreeable and intelligent. 

Although slight in frame she is blessed with a 
';good constitution and perfect healthy which the 
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laboar she has gone through from her childhood 
goes far to prove^ and she has -never shown any 
sign whatever of scrofala^ or of any morbid ten- 
dency. 

Following the nsnal lot of our poor weak 
humanity, she has in the course of her life been 
visited by several severe illnesses, of which I 
shall here give the list, endeavouring, for the 
benefit of my non-medical readers, to use language 
that can be understood by all. When, however, 
the use of technical terms is a necessity,.! shall 
add a short explanation of the words employed. 

At the commencement of the year 1867 she 
was weak and ailing, and without being precisely 
ill, her strength failed her, she lost her appetite^ 
and became pale and languid. It is not difficult 
to recognize from these facts that Louise, then in 
her sixteenth year, was entering upon that phase 
of '' chlorosis" bo common with young girls at the 
period of puberty. This weakness, nevertheless, 
did not incapacitate her from her accustomed 
work, which she was still able to continue. 

In the September of the same year she was 
attacked by an Angina of the Pharynx,* so violent 
as to endanger her life, but from which, at the 
end of three weeks, she completely recovered. 
But this attack had not improved her previous 
state of health, and towards the close of 1867 the 
poorness of her blood showed itself by neuralgic 
pains at several points. ^* And it was principally," 
says the excellent doctor who attended Louise on 

* Inflammatioii of the Pharynx, or the humel-Bhaped passage 
leading £rom the month to the OBsophagns or goUet. 
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ibis occasion^ 'Uhe attacks in tbe head, which 
were the most intense, and which obBtinately 
resisted the varioas remedies employed.*' 

Shortly after, an Eczema appeared on the fore 
part of her left arm, which resulted in the forma- 
tion, and snbsequent suppuration, of several 
abscesses, which are frequently produced by cuta- 
neous inflammations, but which, in the course of 
twelve days, completely closed up and healed. 

We arrive now at the year 1868. Towards the 
middle of March Louise was seized with an affec- 
tion which it is difficult to characterise. The 
neuralgic pains still continued with great violence,; 
her appetite had completely failed her, and she 
threw up at different times considerable quantities| 
of blood, commencing on Passion Sunday (whicb 
fell this year on the 29th March) and terminating* 
on the 15th of April. I am not able to decide if 
this hemorrhage was to be attributed to the 
respiratory or to the digestive orguns, a fact, 
however, of no special importance. Be this as it 
may, the young girl was under the doctor's hands 
for an entire month, taking scarcely anything 
beyond water and the medicines prescribed for 
her. She was at length reduced to so extreme a 
state of weakness that on the 15th of April it 
was judged necessary to administer to her the last 
sacraments. 

From that moment she began to mend, and so 
rapid was her recovery, that six days after she 
walked more than half a mile to the parish church 
in order to hear Mass. 

And here I must mention an incident which 
caused a great sensation, and drew public atten- 
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tion for the first time on Louise Latean. The 
wonderful facts relating to her care were in every 
one's month : and it was also said that for several 
days in succession she was favoured with raptures 
(partaking in no degree of the nature of an ecstasy) 
in which she discoursed of holy things, of God^ of 

' the priestly life, of poverty^ love of suffering, and 
of charity, in lofty and inspired language. Crowds 
gathered round the cottage, and it is quite possi- 
ble that fumour, with its thousand tongues, may 
have somewhat exaggerated these accounts. 

Not having been an eye-witness of these facts, 
and the evidence I have been able to collect being 
inconclusive, I record them here, but do not insist 
upon their being implicitly received. 

The religious enquiry set on foot by the eccle- 
siastical authorities, side by side with the medical 
one, will lay open to us the soul of this young 
girl, her virtues and her imperfections. ' It is a 
task I leave to them entirely. Nevertheless, I do 
not think it possible to entirely isolate the reli- 
gious from the physical aspect of the case. The 
extraordinary facts we shall have to study are, as 
it were, on the boundaries of the physical and 
moral order, and to appreciate them at their just 
value, it does not suffice to be cognizant only of 
the organic nature of the case, we must also study 
its moral bearing. Indeed, I have been for a long 
time convinced that it is far too often the error of 

. our medical science to dwell exclusively upon the 
material nature of man. 

Man is doubtless made up of matter, but into 
this matter God has breathed the spirit of life, 
and all his organs are but the instruments of an 
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immortal sonl. In the study of the oftentimes 
ohscnre problems of our science, we onght to 
accnstom ourselves to view man* as a whole, ani 
embrace at a glance his double nature, for, should 
we allow his material body to concentrate all our 
attention, we may become cleyer anatomists, but 
never real physicians. 

I shall here then endeavour to record my obser- 
vations on the degree of intelligence, disposition, 
and moral qualities of Louise Lateau ; premising 
that these remarks are entirely on my own 
responsibility, and evolved from my own know* 
ledge of her character. 

Louise Latean possesses a good deal of intelli- 
gence, but yet more deep than brilliant. Imagi- 
nation she has none, and she may be said to be 
distinguished rather by downright common sense 
than by either cleverness or enthusiasm. Her 
education ha^ been very limited, but she has 
developed and improved on the scanty schooling 
she received, and speaks French fluently, and to 
some extent correctly. She reads with difficulty, 
and the same may be said of her writing. 

To sum up, she is a simple honest soul, I 
might almost use the word transparent to express 
the idea she produced upon my own mind, and it 
has often chanced to me to hear several of those 
who have come to visit her, ecclesiastics and, 
physicians, employ a similar phraseology to con- 
vey the impression received from their own inter- , 
view. *' She has a soul of crystal," said one ; 
*' you can see through her." 

I have often had occasion, in the various inter- 
rogalions it has been my duty to subject her to. 
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severely to test her siDcerity, and I can safely say 
that never in a single instance did I find the 
slightest deviation from the trnth. Thns, one 
day, after her ecstasy, I asked her what she had 
seen. In a few words she related the scenes of 
the Passion, that had just been enacted before ber 
eyes. ** What said our Saviour ?*' I asked. *' Sir, 
I heard nothing." ^' That is impossible/' said I^ 
^^for we know that during His crucifixion our 
Lord spoke to the apostles and to the Jews.'' '' I 
did not hear Him speak/' was ber only answer. 
** It is strange/* I persisted, " but you will doubt- 
less hear Him another time." This time has 
never yet arrived; she always declares that she 
has heard nothing. She loves solitude and silence^ 
and never speaks of the phenomena that are being 
accomplished in her. She is extremely attached 
to several friends of her childhood, yet I know, by 
most reliable information, that the question of 
her ecstasies and stigmata are never touched upon 
between them : it is a forbidden subject, on which 
even her most intimate friends are not allowed to 
enter. Even with her mother and sisters she 
guards the same reserve, and they in their turn 
never mention the subject in her presence. 

She is of a quiet cheerful disposition, and under 
adverse circumstances has given striking proofs of 
her patient and unshaken courage, of which I will 
briefly mention one or two instances. 

She has at times been insulted by wretched 
beings belonging to the scum of the people, and 
has always met their outrages without bravado or 
weakness. 

But I have followed her footsteps into circum- 



BIOGBAPHY OF LOUISE LATEAU. 17 

stances still more trying to her nerve and courage. 
In November^ 1868, her eldest sister was attacked 
by a severe typhoid fever, which for six weeks 
required the most assiduous care ; while in addi- 
tion, the mother had for the two months previous 
been suffering from an acute disease, rendered all 
the more difficult of cure by another long-standing 
complaint. 

These prolonged illnesses soon told their tale 
on the slender resources of the household, and 
want began to make itself felt. The task of sup- 
porting the family fell on the second sister, and on 
Louise the grateful task of nursing the two inva- 
lids. I>ay and night she was at her post, and for 
a m^nth scarcely closed her eyes. TL^ mother, 
rendered impatient by her sufferings, becanie un- 
reasonable and exacting, and often accused poor 
Louise as the cause of all the trials that weighed 
upon them. I have myself seen the young girl in 
the midst of these trials and contradictions, and I 
always found her the same; serene, calm, and 
smiling. 

Another, and I may almost say the grandest of 

her distinctive features, is her great charity. Poor 

herself, she has ever had an ardent desire to 

minister to the poor. When but a child, she 

devoted herself to the care of the sick with a 

singular tact, and an utter disregard of self, and 

even to this day, when a case of serious illness 

appears in the village, it is always Louise that is 

called for, and she accepts with joyful alacrity the 

duties of a Sister of Charity ; does death result, it 

is nearly always Louise that performs the last 

Christian offices for the departed one. 
2 
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In 1866, the cholera, which then ravaged Bel- 
gium, made its appearance at Bois d' Haine, carry- 
ing, as in many other places, terror in its path, 
and giving rise to acts of weakness, which, while 
we can understand and excuse, we would fain wish, 
for the honour of humanity, we Had not to record. 
It broke out first among a labourer's family, com- 
posed of seven persons, of whom the four sons fled 
panic-stricken from the house, leaving the father, 
mother, and sister a prey to the destroying malady. 
The Cur6 of the village, occupied elsewhere with 
his labours among the sick, sent for Louise, who 
installed herself in the deserted house, watched 
over the last moments of the father and mother, 
who died the same night, and continued her care 
and attentions to the daughter, up to the time 
when the sons, doubtless touched by a feeling of 
remorse, entered the house for a moment to tran- 
sport the sick woman to a more fitting asylum 
Jihan the pest-house she was lying in. Left alone, 
Louise laid out the two dead bodies, and, aided by 
ber sister Adelina, placed them in their cofiSns and 
contrived to carry them out of the infected dwell- 
ing. Some men, encouraged by the example of 
these noble girls, bore them to the village cemetery. 
As long as the epidemic lasted, Louise, side by 
side with the doctor and Cur6, continued her work 
of mercy. She flew from house to house where 
the fatal scourge appeared, and though unable to 
attend to all, she nursed ten patients during the 
month, laid out the dead bodies, and often assisted 
in the task of burial. At this date, we must 
remember that she was but a child of sixteen. 
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From her infancy Lonise has evinced an extra* 
ordinary piety. 

Once more, I desire to leave this feature of the 
question to theologians ; but yet I cannot pass it 
over entirely in silence, for if I omitted the reli- 
gions colouring which ought to pervade it, the 
physiognomy of the facts would be more than in- 
complete, it would be disfigured, and wanting, 
above all, in that element which will be its princi- 
pal charm for Catholic readers. 

Here then I will record my own personal obser- 
vations. The most salient feature9 in Loaise^s 
character are her simple truthfulness, and her 
practical piety» Free from all unnatural afifeeta- 
tion, she follows the beaten path, but she follows 
it faithfully. In her hidden and religious, as in 
her exterior life, this young girl has something I 
cannot express, of simple, discreet, and circum- 
spect, which never for a moment leaves her. 

Such are the moral features of Louise Lateau. 

To enable my readers the more perfectly to 
realize the atiposphere in which she lives and jt 
moves, it remains for me now to say a few words 
on those by whom she is surrounded ; her mother 
and her two sisters. 

The widow Lateau is a woman of fifty-eight 
years of age, and of robust health. Except a 
severe illness, arising from the birth of Louise, 
she has remained free from all indisposition, until 
the attack of last year, previously alluded to. 
She is a woman of a dry and somewhat bilious 
temperament, and an absolute stranger to any 
nervous sensitiveness. She has never been sub- 
ject to hemorrhage of any kind whatever, and 
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shows no trace of scrofalons or herpetic tendency. 
In fine, a woma*ti frank and open, hot, to confess 
the trath, a little surly and morose, bnt thoronghly 
honesty religions, and esteemed by all her neigh- 
bours. Born in an humble condition, without 
education, and struggling her whole life through 
against the two enemies of want and misery, she 
has yet preserved a delicacy of character not 
always met with, even in more favourable circum- 
stances. Thus, even in their moments of greatest 
distress, she would never consent to sell their 
little cottage, treasuring it as the spot where her 
husband had lived and died, and her children 
been brought into the world. Proud even in the 
midst of her poverty, she is hurt should a visitor 
by chance offer her money. Disregarding com- 
pletely the excitement and notoriety which her 
daughter's state has produced around them, the 
inconveniences and discomfort which the condition 
of Louise occasion call forth her bad humour, and 
at times her lively irritation, which is vented 
most impartially on her children, or the visitors 
who may chance to be present.* 

Every plan was tried by her to escape the 
annoyance caused her by the never-ceasing streams 
of mere sight-seers, mingled with those attracted 

* Bnt snch is her good and open nutnre that, even dnring her 
fits of anger, she never fails to do Louise fall jastioe. I have 
many times seized these moments of bad temper to get at her 
real thoughts on the character and good and bad qualities of 
her daughter, but she has always declared, with a touching 
simplicity, that she could never find any fault with her, and that 
from her early childhood Louise had never been guilty of the 
«lightest disobedience in her regard. 
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by purer and worthier motives. On the occasion 
of a visit from his Lordship the Bishop of Toor- 
nay, the venerable prelate having asked Louise's 
mother if she desired nothing from him, was 
simply requested to put an end to the visits made 
to them, and that they might be allowed to live 
as before, in quiet and obscurity. The daughters 
supported her petition, and they succeeded in 
again obtaining that solitude they so much 
desired. 

Louise's two sisters are young persons of good 
but not robust constitutions. Neither one nor 
the other has any scrofulous tendency and hys- 
teria ; epilepsy and other nervous disorders are as 
equally strangers to them as to their father and 
mother, and the same may, with the like certainty, 
be affirmed of every species of hemorrhage. 

We will now introduce our readers to the facts 
of this remarkable case. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PHENOMENA. 



The phenomena observed in Lonise Latean are 
of two orders, the stigmata and the ecstasy.* 
These two expressions being common both to the 
language of medicine and theology, we may use 
them without in any degree prejudging the nature 
of the facts. 

* As I have before stated, I employ the word ecstasy in its 
UBnal medioal sense. It is not my province as a physician to 
tonch upon the varied definitions given by theologians to the 
ecstatic state, its degrees, and its characteristics. Neither does 
it come within the scope of this work to study the natnre of 
Lonise Latean's visions, of the lights she receives, or of the 
effects which these visions and lights produce on her soul. All 
that is the legitimate domain of the moral and theological 
enquiry. Such is also the ease of the experiments made with 
relics and blessed objects, as also of the attempts made to 
awaken her from the ecstatic sleep. Louise, insensible to the 
voice of those who endeavour to rouse her while in this state, 
(even to those of her mother and sisters) comes immediately to 
herself at the voice of her confessor, or of those who have spiri- 
tual jurisdiction over her. The question of deciding under what 
conditions this awakening is made, and the objections it may be 
met with, belong exclusively to controversial theology, on which 
I shall not touch. It shall be my constant aim throughout these 
pages not to anticipate or trench upon the theological enquiry* 
but to keep in my medical sphere, although at times the boun- 
dary line may be somewhat difficult to trace. But I prefer 
rather to suppress many of my personal observations, and thus 
even deprive my work of the greater interest it would have for 
religious minds, so as to remain in the more restricted field of 
physiological observation, and the extreme oiroomspeotion it im- 
poses on me. 
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THE STIGMATA. 



The first issue of blood appeared on the 24th 
April, 1868. It was a Friday. On that day the 
yoang girl noticed that blood was flowing from 
the left side of her chest. With her habitual 
reserve she did not mention the fact to any one. 
The FOLLOWiNa Friday it again flowed from the 
same part, and, in addition, from the upper sur- 
face of each foot. On this also she kept silence 
in her home circle, but mentioned it in confession 
to her director. The priest, whilst considering it 
an extraordinary phenomenon, did not wish to 
excite her imagination ; he therefore reassured 
her, and told her not to speak of it. On the third 
Friday, the 8th May, the blood flowed during the 
night from the left side and the two feet, and 
towards nine o'clock the next morning, it issued 
copiously from the two hands, both from the 
backs and palms. 

It was no longer possible to keep the secret, 
and the Care of Bois d'Haine, M. Niels, advised 
Louise to have immediate recourse to a physician. 
From that date the bleedings have reappeared at 
the same points eyery Friday, with slight varia- 
tions, which we shall note hereafter. Finally, on J 
the 25tli September, in the same year, the blood 
flowed from a circle surrounding the forehead. 
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and fiince that date has been repeated more than 
thirty times. 

We will now proceed to describe the different 
phases of the phenomena. 

When the various points by' which the blood 
escapes on the Fridays are examined daring the 
other part of the week, they present the following 
appearances. On the back of each hand is an 
oval-shaped surface, of about five-sixths of an inch 
in length, and slightly redder in colour than the 
surrounding skin ; this surface, presents no signs 
of moisture, and has a sort of smooth glazed look. 
On each palm there is also a similar surface, cor- 
responding in every respect with that on the back. 
On the sole and instep of each foot the mark 
takes the form of a long square, with the angles 
rounded off, and about an inch in length. 

On examining these spots with a strong magni- 
fier, it is at once seen that the epidermis or outer 
skin* is perfectly intact, and, although thin, with- 
out any abrasion, and through it can be plainly 
detected the cutis or true skin, with all its various 
characteristics ; its network of nerves and micro- 
scopic veins, and the delicate series of the papillsB, 
as described in the note. These papillae, exam- 

* The skin i» oomposed of two membranes, the epidermis, or 
oater coat, a tMn transparent layer ; and the cutis, or interior 
ooatingr, a thicker membrane, in which extend the smaUer blood- 
yessels, and the nerres. On the surface of the catis are visible, 
especially on the palms of the hands and the soles of the feet, 
yery small rounded swellingps, disposed in either straight or 
undulating lines, one following the other. These are the papillsB, 
and they are separated by grooves or furrows, as if traced out 
with a pin's point. 



TBE STIGMATA. , . 26 

iDcd with a glass, seem slightly shrivelled np and 
flattened, which gives to the skin the smooth 
appearance before alluded to. When one or other 
of the stigmata cease bleeding for several weeks 
the papillsB recover their normal aspect, And the 
spot whence the blood issues can no longer be 
recognized. 

On the head, no permanent marks are visible, 
and save on the Fridays, it is impossible to detect 
the points by which the blood escapes. 

A feeling of delicacy, which will be easily 
understood, has prevented my examining her side 
during the week, but on the Friday, during the 
ecstasy, I have been able to do so most fully, 
when she has lost all knowledge of what is pass- 
ing around her. 

Such is the state of the stigmatized parts 
during six days of the week. The first symptoms 
announcing the approaching flow of blood gene- 
rally show themselves on Friday towards mid- 
day.* On each of the surfaces of the hands and 
feet, which I have described, appears a blister, 
which gradually rises, and when completely 
developed, forms on the skin a round projecting 
hemisphere, with a base similar in size to the 
Durface from which it rises, viz. about five-sixths 
of an inch in length, with a width of half an inch. 
This blister is formed by the epidermis becoming 
detached from the cutis or true skin, and raised 
in its rounded form by the accumulated serosity. 

* Sometiines the blister is already Tifiible on the Thnrsday 
morning, and it has even been seen, but at yery rare interyals, 
to show itself on the Wednesday. 
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This serosity is a tbin transparent watery flaid, 
wLicb, on the palms of the bands and soles of tbe 
feet, oftentimes takes a tinge of red, a fact wbich 
is accounted for by tbe tbickness and tougbuess 
of tbe epidermis in tbose parts, not allowing so 
speedy a disruptnre of tbe skin, and tbas giving 
occasion to tbe blood to mingle witb tbe serosity. 

Tbe skin surrounding tbe affected parts sbows 
no signs eitber of redness or inflammation. 

Tbe flow of blood generally commences during 
tbe nigbt of Thursday, or early on tbe Friday 
morning, and nearly invariably between midnight 
and one o'clock. It does not appear simulta- 
neously on all the stigmata, but successively, and 
in n% definite order. Oftener than not, tbe side 
is the first to begin, and then, one by one, and at 
different hours, tbe wounds in tbe hands, feet, 
and head commence in their turn to bleed. 

The phenomenon is thus produced : the blister 
bursts, and the matter filling it escapes. This 
disruption takes place in a variety of ways, some- 
times by a longitudinal rent, sometimes by a 
cross-shaped division, and at others triangular. 
Should it be tbe lalter, the rent in the blister 
forcibly reminds one of tbe bite of a leech, but 
this resemblance is merely an ioiaginary one, 
which is proved by the fact that the white, trian- 
gular, and indelible scars which always follow 
leech bites, have at no period whatever been dis- 
covered on the bauds and feet : and still more 
decisively that this rent only affects the epidermis, 
for if we raise it by rubbing it with a linen cloth, 
the small triangular wound at once disappears, 
and tbe inner skin is foiind completely intact. 
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Immediately the blister has broken and dis- 
charged its contents, the blood commences to 
flow from the surface of the cutis thns laid bare. 
Nearly always, the first rush of blood detaches 
and bears with it the fragments of skin of which 
the blister is formed, so that the bleeding surface 
becomes more clearly visible : yet at times, and 
this more especially on the palms of the hands 
and the soles of the feet, where the skin is of 
necessity tougher, the blood accumulates to such 
an extent within the blister that it speedily be- 
comes clotted. 

On each of my Friday's visits I have been 
careful to ascertain, that the left side of the 
breast also bled ; I have four times examined the 
part uncovered, and I have found that the blood 
flows from the centre of the space dividing the 
fifth and sixth ribs, slightly below the middle of 
the left breast. At my first examination, on the 
SOth- August, 1868, the bleeding surface offered 
no trace of blister; the epidermis was not de- 
tached from the cutis, and the skin retained its 
natural colour. The blood flowed from three 
minute points, scarcely perceptible to the naked 
eye ; they were disposed in triangular form, a 
third of an inch apart. On my three subsequent 
inspections, a blister had formed, as on the hands 
and feet, and on its breaking, the blood flowed 
from the cutis laid bare in a circular form of 
about half an inch across. 

I have on four occasions examined the bleeding 
from the head. It is most difficult to study the 
state of the skin beneath the hair, owing to the 
blood filling it, and matting it together, but on 
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the forehead my task was, natarally enongh, an 
easy one. Here I coald find no trace^of blister, 
or even of discoloaration of the skin. The blood, 
issued from twelve or fifteen minnte points, 
running in a circle round the forehead. A band 
of the width of two fingers, passing round the 
head, across the forehead, equi-distant from the 
eyebrows and the roots of the hair, would cover 
the whole bleeding surface. This zone is slightly 
puffy, and is the seat of considerable pain, in- 
creased by pressure. On examining the bleeding 
points with a magnifier, the blood is seen flowing 
through tiny scratches in the epidermis, for the 
most part triangular in shape, and as though pro- 
duced by some Lilliputian leech, being almost in- 
visible to the naked eye. Others of them are 
semi-circular, whilst many are quite irregular in 
their form. 

The quantity of blood that Louise loses each 
Friday varies considerably. During the first few 
months of the appearance of the stigmata, and 
before the ecstasies had shown themselves, the 
flow was more abundant, and continued longer 
than it does at present ; it was often prolonged 
for four-and- twenty hours, and the amount of 
blood escaping from the nine wounds was esti- 
mated by the first witnesses at nearly thirty 
ounces. 

It is by no means an easy task to make a pre- 
cise estimate, as by far the greater portion of the 
blood is absorbed in the linen cloths in which the 
hands and feet are enveloped. Bat I will give on 
this point the result of my own personal observa- 
t|;ion. When I visited Louise for the first time. 
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on Friday, the 80th Augnst, 1868^ the duration 
and abundance of the flow had already sensibly 
diminished. Commencing about midnight, it 
ceased towards four or five in the afternoon ; and 
on that occasion I counted fourteen pieces of 
linen, deeply stained with blood. Besides this, 
the right foot having for some time remained un- 
covered during the ecstasy, the blood had run 
down upon the floor, forming there a clot as 
large as two clenched fists, and I shall certainly 
be far below the mark in estimating the quantity 
of blood lost at eight ounces. 

T have several times seen the bleeding present 
similar conditions of time and quantity ; and my 
own experience would suggest that, as about ther 
average. It was at times less abundant and pro- 
longed ; occasionally in this present year (1870) 
the blood checks its flow and dries up towards" 
eleven or twelve o'cloclc, a.m. ; and twice it has 
altogether failed ; the stigmata remaining, on the 
first occasion, entirely dry, while, on the second,* 
although the blisters formed as usual, the flow 
consisted only of the serosity, lipjhtly tinged with 
blood. During these Fridays the ecstasy took 
place in the ordinary way. 

With these two exceptions, the stigmatization 
appears each Friday with unbroken regularity, 
and the bleeding crown around the head, which 
showed itself at first but rarely, does so now on 
each successive week. 

The nature of the blood has also received my 
most careful attention. In colour, it has neither 
the ruddy tint of the arterial blood, nor the 
darker tint of the venous, but is of a light violet 
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hae, being, in fact, the blood of the capillary 
yeins. It is of ordinary consistency, coagulating 
on tbe linen, and on the edges of the woands from 
which it flows ; sometimes even forming in cakes 
as it issnes from the capillaries, producing in this 
way little excrescences, which may easily be mis- 
taken for fleshy pimples, and I have even Been 
physicians deceived by them, although their na«> 
ture is at once detected by a magnifier, or, better 
still, by simply washing the wound, which causes 
them to disappear, and reveals the bare and bleed- 
ing surface. 

In conclusion, it is to be noted that the stig- 
mata are the seat of considerable pain. The great 
reticence of Louise will not allow us to appreciate 
exactly its intensity and nature: but, studying 
(at other times than the ecstasy) the play of her 
countenance, her attitude and whole movements, I 
am convinced that she must suffer severely. 

The flow of blood ceases, as we have said, at no 
definite and fixed period. The next day, Satur- 
day, the stigmata are dry and somewhat shining, 
with here and there scales of dried blood adhering 
to them, which quickly fall off and disappear. It 
is unnecessary to add that there is not the slight- 
est sign of suppuration. 

Louise, scarcely able the day before to make 
use of her hands, or to keep upon her feet, re- 
sumes early the next morning her usual labours, 
which she only interrupts to walk more than half 
a mile to the parish church, to her religious 
duties. 
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THE ECSTASY. 



The weekly ecstasies of Lonise Lateaa com- 
menced on Friday, the 17th July, 1868, thirteen 
weeks after the first appearance of the stigmata. 
But an observer, who has followed the develop- 
ment of the phenomena with a sagacity only 
equalled by his discretion,* had remarked, before 
that date, slight indications of the ecstatic state. 
He made a note of it, bat mentioned it to no one, 
and least of all to the young girl herself. 

The ecstasy is renewed each Friday : it com- 
mences in the morning between eight and nine 
o'clock, and terminates about six in the evening, 
although sometimes prolonged until seven ; its 
duration being from nine to twelve hours, without 
interruption. 

Louise has previously had trances of shorter 
lengthy and of another character, at some of the 
great religious festivals of the year, either at 
home, or more rarely, during the services of the 
Church ; but as these transitory fervours have 
had but few eye-witnesses, and I have not been 

* M. Niel3| the Cnr^ of Bois d'Haine. 
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able myself to study them, I only give them a 
passing notice here. 

The ecstasy I am abont to describe is that of 
the Friday. It generally surprises her while rapt 
in prayer, in the retirement of her little room ; 
but it is by no means uncommon in the midst of 
work or conversation. I have witnessed its de- 
velopment under all these conditions, and am 
therefore able to describe them in detail. 

When, on the Friday morning, Louise is left to 
herself, and the wouuds on her hands and feet 
render work impossible, she betakes herself to 
prayer, and I have ascertained that in this 6h& 
makes use of the most simple, and, if I may call 
it so, the most familiar of all prayers — the 
Bosary. Seated in a small cane arm chair, Iie^ 
bleeding hands are clasped together under the cloth 
which conceals them, her countenance is calm 
and collected, her whole attitude breathes repose^ 
Suddenly her glance becomes transfixed, as by e^ 
lightning stroke ; her eyes, rivetted and immove- 
able, are raised towards heaven — the ecstasy has 
commenced. 

As I before said, it has been my lot on several 
occasions to see the ecstasy come upon her during 
a conversation. 

I copy from my notes. *' It is half-past seven ; 
I am talking with the young girl. I touch upoa 
the most Irrelevant topics. 1 question her upon 
her work, her progress of instruction, her health. 
She answers these questions in a simple, precise,, 
and laconic manner ; her look the while remain- 
ing calm, the expression of her face natural, and 
its complexion unchanged. The skin is moist; 
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the pulse beats seventy-^^wo to the minute. Now 
the conversatipn flags, and there is a few moments' 
pause. I speak to her again, but perceive tbut 
Louise does not move ; her eyes are raised up- 
wards, a. little inclined to the right — she is in her 
ecstasy."* 

Doctor Imbert Gourbeyre, Professor of the 
Clermont-Ferrand School of Medicine, was a wit- 
ness to the development of the ecstasy under 
similar circumstances. He says: ''I examined 
and questioned Louise for more than an hour, my 
last question being upon the cholera patients she 
had so heroically tended. She told me she had 
seen nine or ten die under her hands. I asked if 
she were not afraid, to which she simply replied 
in the negative. * Do you like nursing the sick ?* 
I added. I was writing down the question, my 
eyes iixed upon the paper, and on receiving no 
answer, I turned ray eyes towards her. She had 
just passed into her ecstasy.'* 

The ecstasy also commences during work, but 
as I have not myself been a witness of this fact, 
let me quote on this subject a distinguished 
American ecclesiastic, Mgr. d'Herbomez, Bishop 
of British Colombia, who, having been authorized 
to visit the young girl, presented himself at tho 
cottage on Friday, the 13lh August last (1869), 
about eight o'clock in the morning. Louise was 
at work at her sewing machine ; the blood flowed 

* It is important to notice that the moment the eyes are 
raised and fixed in contemplation, marks the commencement of 
the ecstasy. Louise gives no answer to those who question her, 
and is insensible to any external movement. 

3 
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profusely from tbe stigmata of the bauds and feet, 
us also iu a regularly defined circle from tbe bead 
and forebead, from wbence it trickled down ber 
cbeeks, temples, and neck, covering tbe macbiuey 
and evidently costing tbe young girl tbe most 
painful efforts to continue ber work.* During tbe 
course of tbe bisbop's interrogation, tbe noise of 
tbe macbine suddenly ceased, and tbe ecstasy bad 
taken full possession of ber. 

Several distiiiguisbed ecclesiastics and, quite 
recently. Canon Hallez, Professor of tbe Seminary 
of Touruay, bave witnessed tbe same features of 
ber case. 

We bare tbus establisbed tbe fact of tbe 
ecstasy, and will now endeavour exnctly to de- 
Bcribe tbe conditions under wbicb it is carried 
out. For tbe greater part of it Louise remains 
seated, tbe body, witb a sligbt forward inclination 
resting on tbe edge of ber cbair, motionless as a 
statue, tbe bleeding liaixls, bidden from sigbt in 
tbeir covering, are supported on ber knees ; tbe 
eyelids are drawn np, and not a quiver disturbs 
tbem, wbile tbe eyes are raised upwards, and look 
a little to tbe rigbt. Tbe wbole ligure of tbo 
young girl is one of profound absorbed reflection ; 
sbe seems as tbougb lost iu tbe contemplation of 

* Having been placed since last Easter under the observation 
of a religions, who has been charged with the task of studying 
the theolofi^ical aspect of the' oase, Louise has been ordered to 
work on the Friday mornings. He has told her to resist the 
approach of the ecstasy with aU her power, and it is for this 
purpose that work has been prescribed for her as a means of 
diversion, in spite of the difficulty and suffering it entails on 
her. 
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some distant object. Her attitude and physiog- 
nomy often cLauge. ^ Now the features relax, 
the eyes soften, a beatific smile slightly parts 
the lips ; now the eyelids droop, and her fixed 
look is veiled; the face is drawn, as if in pain, 
and the tears slowly roll down her cheeks ; now 
she grows pale, and the face has an expression of 
deep terror, often accompanied by starts and 
stifled cries. At times the body executes a slow 
rotatory movement, and the eyes move as though 
following some invisible procession. At others 
she rises from her chair, and comes forward, 
poised on tiptoe in an eager expectant attitude, 
as though about to take flight : the hands raised, 
clasped, or spread wide open, as in the position of 
the Orantes of the Catacombs ;* the lips move 
tremulously, as if out of breath, the look becomes 
more animated ; that countenance, plain before 
the ecstasy, is transfigured and lighted up with 
almost angelic beauty. Add to this, the terrible 
spectacle of that unearthly figure, the brow 
crowiie^d with its bloody diadem, from which the 
crimson stream descends on to the temples and 
cheeks ; her small white hands pierced through 
with those mysterious wounds, from which dart, 
like rays, tracks of blood ; place in front of all 
this, groups of men and women of every condition 
of life, among whom there is not one untouched 
by a deep and awe-struck emotion, and you will 

* Many of the fresco paintings dificovered on the walls of the 
Boman catacombs contain figures of the early Christians at 
prayer, the position being generally a standing one, with the 
arms stretched out on each side the body to their full extent. 
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bave a feeble idea of the scenes tbat we Lave often 
witnessed at Bois d'Haine. 

About balf-past one the ecstatic falls on ber 
knees, the bands joined, tbe body bent consider- 
ably forward, and ber wbole face presenting an 
ever deepening expression of tbe most profound 
contemplation. Sbe^remains in tbis attitude for 
about bulf-an-bour, wben sbe rises, and reseats 
herself. Towards two o'clock tbe scene changes. 
Tbe ecstatic, with a sh'gbt forward' inclination, 
rises, at first slowly, then more rapidly, and, by a 
sudden movement, falls with ber face to tbe 
ground. In this position sbe is extended on tbe 
tioor, resting on her breast, tbe bead pillowed on 
the left arm, the eyes closed, tbe mouth half open, 
tbe feet stretched out to their full extent^ and 
entirely covered by ber dress. 

At three o'clock she makes an abrupt move- 
ment. The arms are thrown out on each side of 
ber, in 'the shape of a cross, and the two feet place 
themselves the one upon the other, the sole of tbe 
left on tbe upper surface of tbe riglit. Thus sbe 
remains until five o'clock, wben sbe rises with a 
sudden bound, and falls on her knees in tbe atti- 
tude of prayer, reseating herself after a few 
minutes of profound absorption. 

The ecstasy is prolonged until six or seven, 
ber attitude and physiognomy varying the while, 
and seeming to reflect the different impressions of 
ber soul. 

The ecstasy terminates in a most appalling 

.manner: the arms fall nerveless at her side, the 

bead sinks upon the chest, the eyes close, tbe 

nose becomes pinched^ tbe face is deadly pale and 
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covered with a cold swejif., tlie liands are like ice, 
the pulse absolutely inipercepLible, and the death 
rattle is heard in the throat. 

This state lasts from ten to fifteen minutes, and 
ihen life slowly returns to her inanimate form. 
The body regains its warmth, the pulse rises, the 
cheeks are again flushed with colour, but there 
still remains for some moments the indefinable 
expression of ecstasy. Suddenly the eyelids fall, 
the features relax, the eyes calmly rest on one 
after another of the surrounding objects — the 
ecstasy is over. 

In following attentively the various phases of 
the ecstasy, we are soon convinced that the intel- 
ligence, far from being dormant, throughout its 
duration, possesses, on the contrary, great acti- 
vity. Whilst Louise has no knowledge whatever 
of the exterior acts she may perform, or of any- 
thing that takes place around her, she remembers 
perfectly all that has passed through her mind. 
I have often questioned the young girl on this 
point. Her recollections are clear and precise, 
but her repugnance to speak of it again is so 
extreme that she has allowed very few to enter 
into her confidence. As, however, she had been 
ordered by the bishop of the diocese to answer 
whatever question I might put to her, she did so 
in a calm, simple, and clear manner. 

She says that when the ecstasy commences she 
finds herself plunged in the midst of a bright 
light ; figures soon become visible to her, and the 
different scenes of the Passion pass successively 
before her eyes, which she relates briefly, but 
with singular clearness. She sees our Suviuur, 
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ivhose appearance she describes, the vestments, 
the wounds, the crown of iliorns, and iba cross. 
He takes no notice of Ler, not even by a look. 
With tbe same clearness and graphic force, she 
describes the persons who surround Him, tbe 
npostles, holy women, and the Jews.* 

We have now to consider the state of the 
different organs, and their functions during the 
ecstasy, premising that this condition is not tbe 
same at all phases of it. 

For the first period, viz. from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Louise, as we have seen, remains seated, and tbe 
organic and functional state varies but little; tbe 
skin is moist, the face has its ordinary com- 
plexion, tbe breathing is regular, and so gentle as 
to require attentive care to detect its movements ; 
the circulation is, as on other days, with a pulse 
of about seventy-five to the minute. From time 
to time tbe beating of the heart either quickens 
or relaxes, the face becoming suddenly flushed or 
deadly pale, changes that follow tbe play of the 
physiognomy, and are the evident reflex of the 
varied impressions of the mind. 

From mid-day on Thursday, when she dines 
more lightly than usual, until Saturday morning 
at eighty Louise takes absolutely nothing, not 
Qven a glass of water passing her lips. She 
seems to want for nothing, nor indeed would her 
stonnich retain it, for when, several times on the 
Friday I have ordered her to take same nourish- 

* My notes on this subject are mnoli more extensive and in 
detail, but this summary seems to me sufficient for the require- 
ments of a purely medical enquiry. 
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Tnent, she has made no difficulty, but in a few 
moments all was again rejected, In spite, bow- 
ever, of tbis complete abstinence from fluids, on 
examining ber tongne at varions hours of the day, 
it was always found large and moist. 

It is important to study with care the state of 
her nervous system, especially the faculties of 
motion and of sense. The muscles of the face, of 
the members, and of the body, do not offer to the 
touch any unnatural rigidity, nor are they drawn 
by any spasmodic contraction. As before stated, 
Louise is seated in ber chair, the body slightly 
leaning forward in the attitude of a person ab- 
sorbed in profound contemplation. She executes 
no other movements than those in connection 
with the scenes she is assisting at in spirit ; thus 
by various motions the body rises, the hands are 
clasped or extended, the mouth half opens by a 
ismile, or the forehead strougly contracts. 

When any forced movement is givon to the 
limbs, it has not iilways the same result ; some- 
times they keep the position they are placed in ; 
thus, if the arms are raised, they retain for ni^e 
or ten minutes the forced attitude given to them, 
then by degrees descend, and the same may be 
said of the legs. If, however, the young girl is 
lifted from off the chair on to her feet^ a general 
effect of muscular relaxation is perceived, and the 
moment she is released she immediately falls 
back. We must note as one striking pecuh'arity, 
that during the prostration, as she lies extended 
in the form of a cross, a certain resistance is 
always felt in displacing the limbs, and they iiu* 
mediately regain their former position. 
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The ftinciioiis of the senses are suspended. 
Let us examine them one by one. 

As we have already said, the eyes are wide 
open, and with dilated pupils; at the commence- 
ment of the ecstasy they move once or twice 
slightly, but when it reaches its height the eye- 
lids are quite immoveable, and one fails to detect 
for hours together the least movement. The eyes, 
immersed in their distant contemplation, are lost 
to things of earth ; mi object may be suddenly 
passed before them, or a light flashed in front of 
them, without exciting any motion, either of the 
eyelids or the eyes. 

The hearing, like the sight, is suspended, or at 
least the ear is insensible to ordinary provocation. 
Many times a person placed behind her has unex- 
pectedly shouted violently in her ear, and never 
has she indicated her perception of it by the 
slightest start or tremor. 

General sensibility during the ecstasy is nearly 
completely extinguished. I say nearly, and the 
exception is a necessary one, for there is in 
reality one point of the body where it remains in 
a feeble degree, which is the conjunctiva.* 

• The Qonjimoiiya is that thin membrane which, ooyering the 
eyelids close to the eyes, passes thence over the eyeballe, becom- 
ing its course extremely thin and quite transparent. 

The length of time sensibility remains in this part explains a 
phenomenon I have often observed in Louise Lateau. A light 
may be rapidly flashed before her eyes without provoking a 
movement, but if the hand is sharply thrust towards the face, 
as if to strike it, a slight trembling is perceived, produced by 
the current of air acting on the conjunctiva, and the same eiFeot 
ooonrs on touching that membrane with the finger. 
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In every otlier port of the body I liave failed to 
detect the slightest trace of sensibility. I have 
tried every test, and will here briefly relate them 
in detail. 

It is well known that the best means 6i testing 
the sensibility is to notice the reflex movements 
occasioned by the tickliug of the skin or mucous 
membranes, for the sensitiventsss of these parts is 
so great that they are certain to betray (in spite of 
every resistance) the last traces of sensibility. 
I have done this in various ways ; by tickling with 
a qnill pen the parts most susceptible to the 
touch, viz, the inner parts of the nostrils and the 
ears, and I also placed liquid ammonia under the 
nose, but all without effect. 

As the skin is less sensible than the mucous 
membranes, I had recourse here to more violent 
measures, such as pricking the hands and face 
sharply with a pin ; often having made a fold of 
the skin of the hands or the forearm I have 
pierced it through and through, and to do which 
required a considerable effort, and several times 
twisting round the pin ; I then left it in the 
wound, and finally drew it forcibly away in au 
abrupt and painful manner. At other times I 
plunged a penknife sharply into her arm, often 
with force enouj^'li to draw blood. 

To be absolutely certain that the young girl 
could not foresee my intention, and thus nerve 
herself for the pain she was about to endure, I 
remained perfectly still behind her chair for some 
minutes, and then suddenly pierced the nape of 
the neck, so that the blood spurted forth in a 
stream. 
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The result was invariable. Neither myself, nor 
any of the doctors^ or other witnesses of these 
tests, have ever once been able to detect tlie 
slightest indication of sensibility, or indeed of the 
least muscular contraction. 

I now come to a still more decisive and conclu- 
sive experiment. We all of us know the exquisite 
and absolutely intolerable pain produced by a 
strong electric current. I made use of an electro- 
magnetic battery, which gives at its maximum of 
force shocks so tremendous that not even a strong 
man could support them for more than five or six 
seconds. 

After several preliminary trials, which failed in 
producing any sign, I applied the two conductors 
to the anterior part of the forearm, where the skin 
is most delicate and sensible, and for seventy 
seconds turned on to it the electric current, with- 
out obtaining the least manifestation of sensi- 
bility. 

Finally, I applied the current to the face, the 
most susceptible of all the parts, and placing suc- 
cessively the two conductors on different points, I 
provoked violent and prolonged contractions of 
the various mnscles through which the current 
passed. In this way I convulsed every part of the 
face, but at no one moment throughout the 
experiment, did the eyelids, wide open as they 
were, move in the slightest; and the features pre- 
served throughout their deep and extraordinary 
calm repose.* 

* In undertaking these apparently omel experiments, it iB 
needless to say that I was thoroughly conTinced in my own 



THE ECSTASY. 48 

Such is the state of the organic functions dar- 
ing the first part of the ecstasy, but they undergo 
some modifications during the second. Thus, 
when the ecstatic is prostrate, her face to the 
ground, the pulse falls so low that it becomes a 
difficult matter to detect it, and it has even been 
maintained, in perfect good faith, by those unac- 
customed to feel the pulse, that it disappears en- 
tirely ; but I never myself failed to discover it in 
spile of its extreme feebleness. It is during tlie 
scene of the a^ony, more especially, that it sinks 
to its lowest ebb; but as its strength decreases its 
quickness augments in proportion, so that, as well 
fiH one can count, (which is not an easy task,) the 
heatings reach as high as 120 to 180 per minute. 
The respiratory movements become each moment 
weaker, and great attention, often accompanietl by 
special tests, is necessary to convince one that 
they have not altogether ceased. 

A remarkable fact, and one I have often verified, 
is that, contrary to every established physiological 
law, while the pulse quickens, the breathing 
diminishes in an inverse ratio. Doctor Jmbert 
Gourbeyre has, in common with myself, remarked 
this singularity. He noticed that the pulse rose 
successively from 96 to 180 pulsations per 
minute, whilst the respiratory movements fell 
from eighteen to ten. As the breathing becomes 
weaker, and the pulse sinks to an almost imper- 
ceptible thread, the temperature of the body also 
falls, and a cold sweat breaks out over the skin. 

mind of the complete inaensibility of the ecstatic, to the pain 
they would otherwise have caused her. 
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At the end, however, of tea or twelve minutes, a 
reaction takes place, tbe frequency and weakness 
of the pulse diminish, the respiratory movements 
increase in force, and tbe temperature of the body 
quickly regains its normal standard. A direct 
transition thus occurs from the ecstatic state to 
her ordinary bodily and mental condition without 
any intermediate stage. 

Tbe young girl descends again to this lower 
eartb, from tbe ecstatic world she has so lately 
quilted. 

Sbe complains neither of stiffness, headache, or 
any inconvenience whatever. Tbe body and limbs 
are supple, the face calm, her whole aspect and 
mind serene and unaltered.* 

• At the (dose q£. the eostasy the pulse marks 72 to 75 .beat- 
ings per mizmte, of a medium Btrpngrth, and quite regular. 
The breathing displays its ordinary charaoteristios, with twenty, 
two respirations to the minute, and the skin is fresh without 
either dryness or moisture. 
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ON THE TEUTH OF THE PEECEDING 

STATEMENTS. 



No one witli the slightest knowledge of Louise 
Lateau has suspected her for a single moment of 
u deception. 

The integrity of her every action, her simple 
and unaffected piety, and still more the heroic and 
devoted charity she has so often displayed, are, in 
the eyes of nil, the very antithesis of hypocrisy. 

But those strangers to her life are, naturally 
enough, not impressed in the same manner. 

The first report of the events awakened in the 
puhlic mind a feeling of distrust, and a general 
suspicion was aroused that it was a pious fraud, 
which would require hut a touch of the wand of 
science to crnmhle into dust. 

1 do not hesitate to acknowledge thaf such was 
exactly my own feeling when I entered for the 
first time the little cottage of Bois d'Haiue. 

The douht was natural and legitimate, and even 
necessary, hut it disappeared the moment it came 
in contact with the facts. 

If we only look at the stigmatization, the first 
diflSculty for an impostor to overcome would be to 
procure the necessary materials in order to pro- 
duce the stigmatic wonnds. 

From the very commencement of these pheno- 
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mena the public have closely watched the pro- 
ceedings of the whole family. How could they then 
purchase without detection blisters, caustics, in- 
struments, and the rest? For we must admit that 
it would need a series of operations to produce the 
blisters from which the blood flows on the hands 
and feet and breast. 

But let us suppose this difficulty got over, and 
that Louise Lateau lias in her possession the 
necessary materiuls for her ' work of imposture ; 
would it be possible, let me ask, for a young and 
ignorant girl (assisted, if you will, by two or 
three accomplices as simple as herself) to pro- 
duce phenomena which the physician, with all 
the knowledge and appliances of his art, is un- 
able to accomplish ? 

She would have to produce an effusion of blood 
from nine or ten points of the body, and in addi- 
tion, to sustain the flow for half a day, and often 
longer ; and all this under the searching eves of 
witnesses who would not allow any tampering 
with the bleeding surfaces to provoke the flow 
when it began to fail. 

But when it becomes a question of the ecstasy, 
in connection with the stigmata, the possibility of 
fraud is still more out of the question. How can 
we indeed imagine that a young girl, living from 
her childhood in the midst of every privation, un- 
educated, and whose knowledge of the outside 
world is bounded by her native village, could thus 
each week of her life sustain for an entire day her 
part in scenes which would task the art of a con- 
summate actress ; producing a sham paralysis of 
^he senses, and a complete insensibility to the 
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most painful tests ; governing at will the func- 
tions which are essentially beyond the action of 
tlie will, viz., quickening or relaxing the beatings 
of the heart, elevating or lowering the tempera- 
ture of the body, and suspending even tliose 
excretions which are the most hnmiliuting, and 
nt the same time, the most irresistible witnesses 
to our human infirmity ? 

We see, then, that if the Bois d'Haine mys- 
tery, possessed but one of its strange and un- 
known features, the stigmatisation or the ecstasy, 
it would be difficult, if not impossible, to find its 
solution on the hypothesis of frand. 

But the question becomes still more compli- 
cated when it is necessary to explain these two 
facts in connection one with the other. They 
must stand or fall together; we cannot divide 
them with any show of reason. Thus, if the 
chance that either phenomenon separately were 
due to deception was one in a hundred, the 
chances against both being thus capable of expla- 
nation would be one in ten thousand. 

How can we suppose this young girl able to 
carry out two almost contradictory impositions, 
viz. to simulate the ecstasy with its characteristic 
features of immobility and insensibility, and at 
the hame time with it, the stigtnatic bleedings, 
which, moreover, would require frequently renew- 
ing, (by some means or other,) in order to last, as 
they do, from fifteen to twenty hours. 

How can we suppose her able to play this double 
chanicter, without ever betraying herself, for more 
than eighteen months, sometimes in solitude, but 
a solitude without security, because always liable 



"48 ON THE TRUTH OF THE 

to surprise by unexpected* visilors, and sometimes 
beneath the public gaze. 

. I refer here, not only to the crowds who flocked 
to the cottage, so long as its doors were open to 
receive them ; even their testimony is not without 
its value (although science will object that simple 
open minds, with a natural leaning to the mar- 
vellous, are easy to deceive) ; I point to men who 
have devoted an entire lifetime to study the mys- 
teries of man^s bodily nature and his moral life ; 
to the evidence of more than one hundred doctors 
and two hundred theologians, who have come 
hither from distant countries, to study for them- 

* On the 11th Febmary last, (1870) I was passing through 
Bois d*Haine quite unexpectedly, and as it chanced to be a 
Friday, I seized the opportunity of visiting Louise. Knocking at 
the cottage door, which was at once opened to me, and passing 
through the living room, where her two sisters were at work, I 
went directly into her apartment. It was about a quarter to 
four, p.m. The most complete solitude reigned around the 
ecstatic. Prostrate on tl)p ground, her arms extended in a 
cross, she was completely oblivious to everything. I counted 

nine linen cloths which had covered her bleeding limbs. The 
blood flowing from the forehead had dried on her face, assuming 
fantastic forms, which reached even to her cheeks, and the little 
white cap covering her head was stained with irregular red 
spots, in the shape of a half circle, thus completing the bleeding 
crown of the forehead. Eaising the head-dress, I found the 
blood had issued from numerous minute points, forming an 
entire circle round the head, passing across the middle of the 
forehead. The feet had not bled. On the right hand the flow 
had ceased, the blood being yet moist, while from the left one a 
thin stream was oozing, both on the palm and back. After 
having noted down all these details, I left the cottage without 
Louise having been cognisant for a single instant of my yUH, 



PRECEDING STATEMENTS, 4& 

selves these astounding facts. For it may be as 
well to state here that, from the very commence-i 
ment, Lonise Latean, in spite of her instinctive 
and delicate repugnance, has submitted (in virtue 
of obedience) to the experiments and proofs re- 
quired of her ; the constant object of a fatiguing, 
indiscreet, and at times even malicious curiosit}^ 
she may be said in some sense almost to have 
lost the right over herself, and has become a seven 
days' wonder, in every one's mouth, and for all to 
examine at their pleasure. 

These ideas must have struck every one who 
has visited the cottage of Bois d'Haine ; the very 
look of the place, and of the actors in these 
events, carries with it something convincing and 
reassuring, so that every visitor departs with the 
conviction that the phenomena he has been wit- 
nessing are real and undoubted facts. 

And here I might conclude, but, considering on 
the one hand, that the majority of my readers have 
not had these opportunities, and on the other, 
that the reality of the phenomena is the cul- 
minating point of my argument, (for it would 
be worse than useless, it would be the height of 
foUy to discuss them if they were but a woman's 
mischievous folly,) I think it necessary to follow 
up the hypothesis of fraud, and sift it to the 
bottom. 

Tlie truth of the facts must rest on two classes 
of proofs, the one of the moral, the second of the 
physical order. 

We will first commence with the proofs of the 
moral order, and we must confess that the strong- 
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est and most trnstworthy witness of the tratli of 
the phenomena is Lonise Latean herself. 

When we see this humble and courogeous girl 
leading a life of obscurity, and though surrounded 
by poverty, despising all renown, and rejecting 
every worldly advantage ; working like a slave 
from her childhood to assist her mother, and yet 
amidst all this finding time to nurse the sick and 
bury the dead ; praying with the fervour of an 
anchorite and the simplicity of a child, and, to 
avoid trenching on her hours of labour, denying 
herself the sacred gratification of all but the most 
slender and ordinary devotion ; there rises from 
such a life an odour of truth, which, in spite of 
all prejudice^ must have its effect on the most 
bigoted minds. 

This is not an individual but a general impres- 
sion. In her own immediate neighbourhood she 
is called by the public voice **the good Louise," 
and in a higher and different sphere, the writers, 
few in number, who have striven to find in the 
events of Bois d'Haine an opportunity to outrage 
and blaspheme religion and its ministers, have at 
least spared the reputation of Louise. 

But let us pursue still further this moral analy- 
sis. No one will venture to deny thai; to persuade 
Louise to repeat each week so painful and un- 
grateful a task, some great stake should be de- 
pendent on it. 

Now, we can imagine but three motives which 
could impel her to such a deception ; cupidity, or 
one of those unhealthy cravings after excitement 
sometimes met with in the annals of medical ex- 
perience, or farther, a species of absurd but still 
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possible fanaticism, in wbich we have seen exalted 
minds so far lose themselves as to strive by 
fraudulent lying, to advance the glory of God and 
the interests of His Ghnrch. 

Let ns examine these three hypotheses. And, 
in the first place, is not the whole affair a ques- 
tion of money ? 

The answer is simple. If the Lateau family 
bad wished to make, I will not say a disgraceful 
speculation, but to profit in a legitimate measure 
by the excitement produced around them by these 
events, they might be now living at their ease, 
and yet every one knows that they are still in the 
same poverty-stricken condition. 

Ask the numerous visitors who have pene- 
t rated into their cottage, and they will all tell you 
that those who have offered money, not to Louise, 
(for they are withheld by shame,) but to her 
mother and sisters, have always met with a refu- 
sal, in which a feeling of wounded pride was 
the most prominent characteristic* 

* I conld mention many facts wliioh fully hoskt out this asser- 
tion, but I choose one which took place privately, without 
there being any possibility of supposing it a scene for a public 
display. At a time when only physicians and some few eccle- 
siastics were allowed entrance, a young man of Ohatelet, after 
vainly attempting to gain admission into the cottage, passed 
the greater part of the day wandering about the neighbourhood, 
awaiting a' favourable opportunity. Towards evening, one of 
the more fortunate visitors asked one of Louise's sisters to 
allow him to come in for a few moments, in reward of his pa- 
tience and assiduity. She consented, and opened the door to 
him. But the young man had been revolving in his mind a 
plan to obtain an entrance, and fancying a golden key to be 
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Bnt if Lonise does not covet riches^ perhaps 
she is moved by that power^ still more potent in 
woman's breast^ her vanity. It is not a rare case 
to meet with women, even in the lowest rank of 
life, possessed with the desire to render them- 
selves interesting, and to concentrate public at- 
tention on their acts* 

Bnt here everything is against this supposition. 
I might appeal, first and foremost, to the honesty 
which has ever marked the character of Louise, 
and her extreme reserve, even towards those who 
have received the right to question her, and whom 
she is therefore compelled to answer. 

This reserve never leaves her, and I may per- 
haps be allowed to cite a few details of it. 

When the stigmata appeared for the first time 
on her side, and the Friday following on her feet, 
Louise breathed not a word of it, even to her 
mother and sisters ; she staunched the blood with 
cloths which she burnt secretly during the night. 

In the first period of the stigmatization, before 
she had been ordered to submit to a medical 
examination, she refused, gently but firmly, to 
show her hands on the Friday, and even now, at 
the close of her ecstasy, or when awakened from 
it, if her bleeding hands have been uncovered 

the best " open sesame/' he seized the opportrmitj to try his 
charm, and as the yonng girl was about to let him pass, the 
youth, nothing doubting of its effect, slipped a twenty franc 
piece into her hand. Taken for a moment by surprise, she gave 
him back his money, with the simple words, " Oh sir, I should 
have let you in, but no one enters here by paying." And she 
closed the door. This fact has never been mentioned by Louise's 
'^g, but was told me by the discomfited visitor himself. 
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through curiosity, her first thought, by a sort of 
instinctive modesty, is to coyer them again, 
quietly and without affectation. 

During the week, at work with her sisters and 
frieuds, or iu the familiar intercourse of home 
life, not only are the ecstasies and stigmata never 
spoken of, but there is no meution even of the 
visitors that may have crowded the cottage on 
the preceding Friday. 

I have said how much Louise's mother suffers 
from these visits, and how, in her moments of 
irritation, the poor woman vents her bad temper 
upon those of her household, equally with the 
strangers who provoke her anger. But the ques- 
tion will arise iu some minds : Does Louise her- 
self share this repugnance and distaste ? 

She has received some most illustrious visitors, 
at which I have by chance been present. Would 
you know the only advantage that her pretended 
vanity has sought to obtain from them ? It was 
the permission to remain unmolested in her 
retreat, and to be hidden, above all on Fridays, 
from the public gaze.* 

* I may without indiscretion quote here the testimony of a 
distinguished witness. In August, 1868, His Grace the Arch- 
bishop of Mechlin saw Louise, and as he himself expressed it, 
** sought to fathom the Tery depths of her soul." After a long 
examination, he said to hev^ " Have you nothing to ask me ?" 
" Yes, my lord, what can I do to hide myself ?" 

The Qood Friday of the foUowing year, as I have before 
mentioned, she received a visit from her venerable bishop, and 
I can testify that the only favour asked by the whole family 
from the prelate — and most earnestly pressed upon him — was 
the cessation of yisits, and we know that their request was 
granted. 
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I ask my readers, then, with every confidence^ 
if these are the manoBavres to which vanity would 
ever have recourse ? 

If other proofs of the sincerity of Louise and 
her fafnily are needed, when they thus ask for 
silence and retirement, I will bring forward a fact 
which has convinced me of it, and will doubtless 
carry the like impression to many of my readers. 

At a time when the general public, and espe- 
cially the medical profession, were as yet admitted 
without diflSculty, in the mouth of January, 1869, 
Louise's mother, distracted by these incessant 
streams of visitors, had asked for at least a week's 
respite, and it hud been agreed that the following 
Friday no one should be admitted to the house. 
It was precisely on this day that the Princess E. 

de Cr arrived to visit Louise. She found the 

doors closed, and for a long time intreated admis- 
sion stating her name and rank, and producing 
letters of introduction. It was all in vain, the 
Lateau family were polite but firm, and the 

bafi9ed lady returned to R without having 

seen Louise. 

Owing to an unexpected call, I found myself on 
this very Friday, but a 'short distance from Bois 
d'Haine, and although it had been settled that I, 
like the rest, should on this day absent myself, the 
opportunity was too good a one to miss, and my 
curiosity was farther excited by the very fact that 
no one was to be received, and I should thus take 
Louise by surprise. 

An hour, then, after -the Princess de Cr 

had left, I arrived at the cottage, and was at once 
admitted. I then perceived that, not only did the 
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accnstomed phenomena take place, equally in soli* 
tade as in the midst of crowds — the ecstasy in 
its integrity, and the stigmata pouring forth their 
most abundant streams — but that an extraordi- 
nary feature had, for the second time only, pre- 
sented itself, which I myself had not yet seen, 
and which, on its first appearance, but few per- 
sons had witnessed. I allude to the bleeding 
crown on the forehead. 

We do not generally play to empty boxes, and 
it is evident that, if the plot had been prepared, 
and especially if the important scene of the 
crown of thorns had been added, the house would 
not have been kept thus empty of spectators. 

On this hypothesis, was not the arrival of so 
distinguished a witness an unexpected, piece of 
good fortune, coming, as she did, from the very 
highest society, in order to see, and repeat in the 
fashionable world the marvels she had beheld ?* 

It is not, r think, necessary to dwell on the 
supposition of a pious fraud dictated by some in- 
explicable fanaticism. I have shown how sincere 
and humble is the young girl's piety ; I have 
proved that, far from making any display, she 
strives in every way to escape the public gaze, and 

* Let me give, in a few words, the oonclusion of this adven^ 
tore. The PrincesB de Cr , being admitted with other visi- 
tors some time afterwards, was extremely desirous of making a 
sketch of Louise during her ecstasy. 

The lady, an admirable artist, commenced arranging her 
materials ; one of Louise's sisters immediately approached, and 
ezdaimed energetically, *' Madam, this cannot be; we have, 
promised our sister never to allow.her portrait to be taken." 

The princess at once desisted. 
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in doing so^ I have sufficiently demonstrated its 
weakness and its absurdity. 

But possibly these merely moral considerations 
will not convince certain matter of fact logical 
minds, who require physical^ and, so to speak, 
palpable proofs. 

Let us examine this class of proofs, and touch, 
in the first place, on those relating to the stigma- 
tization. 

To produce a stigmaiic hemorrhage some sort of 
operation is necessary. What could Louise make 
use of ? It cannot be a question of instruments, 
either piercing or cutting, for with such instru- 
mqnts she could of necessity only pierce or cut, 
and in the stigmata nothing of this is visible — 
there are simply blisters. 

A writer, who is certainly neither physician nor 
BurgeoD, has somewhere asserted that the pheno- 
menon was merely the effect of an application of 
cupping glasses. Doctors well know how difficult 
and often impossible it is to make one of these 
cupping glasses rest on the bony and uneven sur- 
face of the hands and feet, and were even this 
operation practicable, it would still be necessary, 
in order to obtain a flow of blood, to open, by 
some means or other, the vessels, by making 
incisions, &c., and the cupping glasses once taken 
away, the bleeding would directly cease. 

Caustic has also been suggested, and I will 
examine this hypothesis, feeble although it may 
be. Caustic, of whatever kind, mortifies a part, 
if not the entire thickness of the skin, the slough 
it produces only forming at the end of from 
five to twenty days; the surface of the cutis 
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laid bare by the open^Dg of the blister does not 
bleed, or if, by an extraordinary exception, the 
blood does escape, it soon ceases to flow ; in 
addition to this, the caustic, even by a single 
application, eats away the skin, followed by a sore 
lasting for several days, and which infallibly 
leaves after it an indelible and often unpleasant- 
looking scar. 

Be it here remarked, I only speak of a single 
application of the caustic: what would then be 
the result if it were necessary to repeat it more 
than eighty times, on each of tbe nine stigmata ? 

Must I again insist upon the features presented 
by Louise Lateau ? A blister in place of a slough, 
no loss of substance, a hemorrhage lasting for 
half and sometimes the entire day, an instanta- 
neous cure without a scar on the cutis, even after 
sixty or seventy repetitions of the phenomena. 

A less unreasonable hypothesis would be that of 
a blistering substance, which Louise might apply 
to the nine stigmatic regions, where the blisters 
are observed. Yet even tbis supposition, like the 
first, does not deserve any serious notice. 

I should first mention that I have always care- 
fully looked for the traces that blinter-producing 
substances often leave after them.^ First, with 
regard to smell : I have never detected tbe odour 

* We understand by blisters oertain irritating sabstanoes, 
wliiob have the property of producing a special inflammation of 
the skin, bringing to the surface of the cutis an outburst of 
matter, which raises the epidermis in a blister. The bettet 
known ones are cantharides, liquid ammonia, euphorbium, 
daphne, &c. 
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BO characteristic of cantbarides or ammonia, and 
with the magnifier I have never discovered a 
single one of those spangles of cantharides, so 
easy to be recognized, and my tests have never 
given the slighte&t trace of the application of 
acids. ' 

Then a^ain, the workings of the phenomenon 
have not the slightest resemblance to the symp* 
toms resaltiug from the application of blisters. 
In the first place, the development of the stigmata 
is not simultaneous, it is successive. I have 
often seen on Thursday evening, three or four 
blisters completely formed, whilst on other points 
there were no symptoms of them ; nevertheless, 
the next morning the other blisters appeared and 
burst in their turn. 

On Friday, the 10th September, 1868, when 
entrance to the general public was denied by the 
family, I arrived unexpectedly at Bois d'Haine. 
Louise was alone, plunged in her habitual 
ecstasy; the stigmata from both sides of the 
hands bled copiously, and from the blood-stained 
cloths which surrounded her it was easy to see 
that the hemorrhage had commenced, as usual, 
during the night, and yet on the upper wound of 
the feet the blister had only just developed; in 
my presence, the ecstasy continuing the while, 
and the young girl remaining the whole time in 
my sight, the blister of the left foot broke at 
12.80, and that of the right at 1.15, and the two 
stigmata commenced to bleed in their turn. 

We may further mention that the stigmatic 
blister is never surrounded by that inflamed circle 



PBECEDINa STATEMENTS. 69 

always seen aronnd the surface caused by artificial 
blisters. 

Finally, a last and important remark. When 
an artificially produced blister, no matter of what 
kind, is broken, the surface qf the cutis thus laid 
hare does not bleed. 

I have no doubt the objection will be made that 
the young girl's blood is poor and thin, and that, 
when an opening is made for it by destroying the 
epidermis, it naturally makes its escape. 

The satisfactory analysis of the quality of her 
blood, added to the general state of the young, 
girl's health, meet this objection most thoroughly. 

We have also made two experiments, which are 
of tliemselves quite sufficient to overturn the 
hypothesis of fraud, no matter of what nature it 
may be. I will recount these in all their details. 

On Friday, the 27th November, 1868, I was at 
the Widow Lateau's. I was expecting on that 
day two physicians noted for their physiological 
studies, and their knowledge of the nervous sys- 
tem, in conjunction with whom I intended to 
carry out some tests by which we might thoroughly 
sift the facts of the case. At the last moment 
they were prevented from keeping the appoint- 
ment ; fortunately there was not wanting, as each 
week came round, a good supply of doctors at 
Bois d'Haine, and from among these I easily 
selected two well-known practitioners, in whose 
presence I commenced with the test in which I 
had the greatest faith. 

It was this. As I have often repeated, the 
Btigmatization in Louise Latean is produced by 
the epidermis rising in a blister filled with serum ; 
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this breaks, and the skin tbns laid bare com- 
mences, and continues for some time to bleed. 

The test consisted in attempting to produce 
artificially the same series of phenomena. On 
this particular Friday the blood flowed abundantly 
from all the stigmata : on the back of the left 
hand in particular, the Wound, three quarters of an 
inch in width, bled without intermission. On the 
surface, then, of this hand, I applied liquid am- 
monia on a round surface of about half an inch 
wide, side by side with the bleeding stigmata, 
taking the precaution to leave a small margin of 
sound skin between the two, so that the wounds 
should not touch at their edges, and the phe- 
nomena of which they were the seat remain 
clearly defined. After twelve minutes of the 
application of the ammonia, a fine circular blister 
had formed, filled with a transparent serosity. I 
need not say that this blister did not burst of 
itself, and I therefore destroyed the epidermis, 
and pulled away the skin, so as to leave bare the 
cutis, for a circular extent of more than half an 
inch.* 

Thus, side by side were two wounds, situated 
on the same tissues, overrun by the same blood- 
vessels, . having precisely the same extent and 
anatomical coudilious. We observed them at- 
tentively: the stigmatic surface continued to 
bleed, and when I left the house two hours after 

* We may observe that, dazing this application, whioh was 
most painful, and lasted for folly twelve minutes, the physiog- 
nomy of the young girl did not express the slightest knowledge 
of what was taking place. 
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midday, the flow still kept on, and showed no 
signs of its diminution or termination. As to the 
artificial stigmata, it did not give forth a single 
drop of hlood, although I watched it closely for 
two hours and a half. For half an hour a colour- 
less serosity exuded from it, and the surface then 
dried up; I rubbed it with a rough clolh, on 
which it left a little light rose-coloured serosity, 
but when I ceased the friction, not one drop of 
blood followed. 

The second trial, which will be considered by 
many still more decisive, was what I may call the 
glove test. On Wednesday, February 3rd, 1869, 
at four o'clock in the afternoon, Dr. Lecrinier, of 
Fayt, M. Niels, the Cure of Bois d'Haine, and M. 
Henri Bussin, met at the house of Louise Latean. 
They brought with them a pair of thick, strong, and 
well-stitched leather gloves. After Louise's hands 
had been carefully examined by the whole party, 
and found to be in a perfectly natural state, 
exhibiting neither abnormal redness, nor any ap- 
pearance of blister, she was requested to put on 
the gloves, which fitted her perfectly. The 
strings of the wristband having been twisted five 
times round her wrist, so as to leave no space 
between the glove and the skin, were then firmly 
tied in a double knot and the ends cut ofi^, leaving 
only lengths of little more than an inch. These 
ends were then enveloped in melted sealing wax, 
and a special seal impressed on each surface. In 
order to prevent the wax from breaking ofif, eitlier 
by friction or any slight blow, they were enclosed 
in snftall linen bags. Both hands were served 
alike, with this only difference, that, in order to 
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allow Lonise to pnrsne ber ordinary occnpation of 
a seamstress, the ends of the two first fingers of 
the right hand were cat off, so as to leave free the 
extremities of the thumh and forefinger. 

On the following Friday, before 7 a.m., I was 
at the cottage, and met, as agreed upon, the wit- 
nesses who had put on the gloves, and, in addi- 
tion Monseigneur Ponceau, Yicar General of the 
diocese of Tournay, and two Belgian physicians. 
Each of us closely examined the gloves, testified to 
the perfect integrity of the seals, strings, &c., and 
also that it was impossible to insert the smallest 
instrument between the gloves and the palms or 
backs of the bands. This done, I cut the strings 
and took off the gloves. They were filled with 
blood, the hands being entirely covered. After 
washing them in tepid water, it was seen that the 
stigmata presented exactly the same conditions as 
on other Fridays ; on the palms as on the backs 
the epidermis had been raised up, and the surface 
of the cutis laid bare, the stigmatic surfaces con- 
tinuing to bleed as usual. 

As to the feet, which had not been submitted to 
any special test, it was found on examination, that 
the i;ight foot bled copiously, the left one remain- 
ing dry. 

Conclusive as this experiment seems, it is pos- 
sible, no doubt, to make a subtle, but yet very 
easily answered objection. It may be said, 
" Louise has been warned-, (no matter how) of the 
test she was about to undergo, and on the 
Wednesday, before their arrival, she has applied 
to her hands the unknown agent which causes the 
formation of the blisters; and secondly, the 
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hemorrLage. She will Bay to herself, The hlister 
will, DO doubt, form too soon, and the blood flow 
before the proper time, but the gloves will hide 
all, and my character will be saved.*' To answer 
this possible objection, the gloves were placed on 
her hands again on a Tuesday, by a new set of 
witnesses, aud with precisely the same precan- 
tions as before; four and twenty hours afterwards 
they were removed for a few moments, and the 
hands found to be in a perfectly natural state, the 
gloves were then replaced. On the Friday morn- 
ing, the blood flowed from the stigmatic wounds 
with the same abundance as ever.* 

These tests and considerations authorize me in 
concluding that there is not the slightest decep- 
tion in the stigmata of Louise Lateau. It would 
be easy enough to prove, by the same order of 
tests, that the ecstasy is also equally trustworthy. 
It will be sufficient to recal to the minds of my 
readers the numerous proofs, more especially the 
electric tests to which I have submitted Louise, to 
put beyond a doubt the insensibility which is 
a marked condition of the ecstatic state. 

There is no physiologist but will acknowledge 
with me, that if the insensibility were not com- 
plete, the organism would necessarily respond by 

* As a simple matter of justice, it deserres to be stated that 
the gloye test was sagrg^ested by Monseigneur Poncean, who at 
the request of the Bishop superintended the theological part of 
the enquiry. Louise herself made no more objection to the 
gloYes than to any of the other tests ; but her mother's feelings 
were so strong that Monseigneur Ponceau first applied them at 
a period when he knew that she was absent from home. 
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a shudder, or other external movement, to the 
searching and painful tests of electricity. 

The case, then, of Louise Lateau is thoroughly 
real and free from every species of deception. 

Face to face with these moral, physical, and 
material impossibilities that I have brought for- 
ward, the hypothesis of fraud must be finally and 
absolutely discarded. 
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EXPEBIMENT MADE ON LOUISE LATEAU 
DUEING HEE ECSTASY, 

AS ATTESTED BY MONSEIGNEUR d'hEBBOMEZ^ 

BISHOP OF BRITISH GOLtJMBIAy AND 

OTHER WITNESSES. 



The reader will doubtless remember that at the 
commencement of this work, I announced mj in- 
tention of leaving to the theological enquiry the 
task of elucidating and revealing to the public th^ 
facts connected with the religious features of 
Louise Lateau's case, but I may perhaps be 
allowed to record one, so striking in its details 
that, unless it were guaranteed by overwhelming 
evidence, it would seem almost impossible to 
believe. 

Let it, however, be understood that I desire to 
draw from it no theological inference whatever, but 
merely adduce it, in order to throw some light on 
an objection drawn from the phenomenon of 
clairvoyance which has been repeatedly urged 
against us by the advocates of that so-called 
science. 

The following account is taken from the written 
reports of two eyewitnesses, the first, one of our 
most distinguished statesmen, the second, Mon- 
eeigneur d'Herbomez, Bishop of British Golum^ 

5 
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bia, beyond the Rocky Moantains. . This venerable 
prelate has passed more than twenty years of his 
life in converttng to Cliristiaoity the savages of 
tliat country, in the midat of most terrible priva- 
tions and ever recurring dangers. His ecienca 
is on a par with bis piety and apostolic zeal. 

As I have before said, Monsoignear d'Herbomez, 
having been authorized to see Lonise, arrived at 
the cottage on Friday, the 13th Angust, 1869. 
fie was accompanied by the Abbe Mortier, prin- 
cipal of the college of Bavay. I may first recall 
that they found the young girl engaged at her 
sewing machine, the blood streaming from her 
hands, feet, and side, and from around ber head. 
The bishop entered into conversation with her, 
and qaestioned her as to her visions, to which she 
responded in her usual quiet, intelligent manner. 
Soon, the motion of the machine suddenly ceased, 
Louise's bands remained motionless, she was in 
her ecstasy. 

Monseigneur d'Herbomez, and the Abb6 Mortier, 
followed the various phases of the ecstasy which 
they describe in the report already given to the 
reader, and they also made several experiments . 
by means of relics and blessed objects. Towards 
ten a.m. they were joined by the Gur6 of the 
parish, who bad jnst administered the last sacra- 
ments to a poor woman of the neighbourhood. 

It is well known that priests in the country 
pnrtB sometimes carry the Blessed Sacrament and 
holy oily in two silver cases attached to each other, 
bnt which' can be divided at will. That wbicli 
coutaias the Host is known by the name of tbe 
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pizi and a fiilk bag generally encloses the donble 
case. 

As M. NielSy the Cor^^ had commnnicated the 
fiick woman, with the only particle the pis con- 
tained, he believed, together with Monseignetir 
d'Herbomez, and M. Mortier, that nothing ra« 
mained in tiie sacred tessels, for otherwise they 
would not have dared, without breaking one of the 
laws of the Church, to enter upon the experiment 
I am about to describe. 

The idea struck them, to try what effect the 
contact of the case of holy oils would produce upon 
Louise. The result was so extraordinary, that 
they thought it advisable to call in a fourth wit* 

ness, and it was then that M , the statesman 

above alluded to, who lived in the near vicinity, 
was invited to come to the cottage* 

The facts I now relate took place in his presence, 
and I am henceforward but a simple historian, and 

copy word for word the report of M , which 

agrees in its smallest details with that of Mon« 
seigneur d'Herbomez, which. I have carefully com* 
pared it with. ^ 

He says : '' The Abb^ Mortier (the test was 
made alternately by the Bishop of Columbia and 
by him) attempted to place the case of holy oils 
near the lips of Louise. When about two yards 
&om the chair she was seated on, an extraordinary 
trembling seized her, she started violently, and 
seemed to experience a transport of joy. Rising 
from her chair, she fell suddenly on her knees in 
adoration, her clasped hands stretched out in 
tremulous, and touching expectation, towards the 
Mered Tesseb; lier whole Mprossion on fire with 
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Divine love. The Abb6 Mortier drew back ft; 
little with his precioas bnrden ; she followed as 
he withdrew. Half on her knees^ and half ri^en, 
leaning forward with joined, ontstretched hands, 
she seemed (drawn, as it were, by some powerful 
attraction) to glide along rather than to walk." 

The Abb6 Mortier and Monseignenr d'Herbomez 
drew her in this way the round of the chamber, 
and at each panse Louise fell on her knees in an 
attitude of adoration. On arriving again near her 
chair, they took away the sacred vessels, when she 
immediately reseated herself, relapsed into her 
motionless condition, and the ordinary scenes of 
the ecstasy continued, as on the other Fridays. 

*' Monseignenr d'Herbomez was of opinion that 
a fragment of the Sacred Species remained in the 
Pix, unsuspected by the Cure, who 'had been too 
hurried to make the requisite purification. To 
assure himself of this, he detached the vessels one 
from the other, and presented the case of holy 
oils to Louise ; he did so without producing any 
movement whatever, and when he touched her 
lips with it she smiled sweetly, as she had done 
at their contact with relics or blessed objects. 

*^ But when the Pix was brought near her, oven 
at a distance of two yards, the same scene of rapt 
adoration was renewed that we have before de- 
scribed. 

''On leaving the cottage after a stay of five 
hours, Monseignenr d'Herbomez, accompanied by 
the three (fther witnesses, went to the parish 
churcb, and there, in their presence opened the 
Fix. It was then found that a considerable frag- 
ment of the Sacred Species remained in the case.*' 
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Here, then, is a fact^ affirmed by witnesses 
whose testimony cannot for a single moment be 
called in question. 

On thinking over this astounding fact in my 
own mindy one objection rose persistently before 
me. I knew how much the upholders of mag- 
netism are disposed to believe in the reality of 
the most wonderful phenomena of second sight, 
and that they will not fail to declare that Louise 
is simply a clairvoyante of the first rank : that she 
detected in their silken covering the sacred ves- 
selsy and that, thanks to the same power, she 
perceived the oil in its silver case, and the frag- 
ment of the Consecrated Host in the Fix. 

Notwithstanding the unsubstantial nature of 
this doubt, J. determined to explode it, and de- 
manded for this purpose a counter-proof which 
was carried out in the following manner. 

On Friday, the 19th November, 1869, at nine 
in the morning, the Cure of Bois d'Haine, ac- 
companied by Canon Hallez, a distinguished 
professor of the seminary of Tournay, met at the 
cottage of Louise, whom they found plunged in 
her habitual ecstasy. The Cure had brought with 
him, in the silken bag before mentioned, a silver 
case, exactly similar to the Fix, and containing an 
unconsecrated host. 

Here, then, are precisely the same appearances 
as those Monseigneur d'Herbomez held in his 
hand during the former experiment. 

If now Louise be a clairvoyante, she will at 
once detect under their disguise the character of 
the objects — the silken bag, the Fix^ and the 
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Host which it contains. She irill not donbt for R 
moment the presenae of the Blessed Sacrament, 
and we shall again see renewed the eoenes of 
adoratioQ which were gone through before Mon- 
aeignenr d'Herbomez and his companions. The 
Cnrg presented the bag to Loaise, bub Uiere was 
no movement, no transport, no act of adoration, 
she remained motionless and inBensible. 
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CONCLUDING REMAEKS. 



We bflive thna accompanied onr anihor step by 
step thronghont every detail of this deeply inter- 
esting enquiry, a,nd in rising from its perusal we 
ciannot but acknowledge tbe skill and tact with 
which he has marshalled the array of facts 
brought forward. Books like thesci which are 
professedly scientific in their aim and object, 
generally abound to such an extent in technical 
phraseology, as to exercise a deterrent effect on all 
save those who are specially interested ; and it 
will therefore be doing Dr. Lefebvre the barest 
justice, when we say that he has been most care- 
ful to make his work intelligible to non-profes- 
sional readers, not only by explaining and giving 
the derivation of all the terms of medical science 
he has occasion to use, but also by adding com- 
prehensive notes, in which he has explained the 
action of the various functional organs. 

The wonderful nature of tbe case that has been 
so clearly and exhaustively laid before ns, has no^ 
doubt produced many and opposite effects on the, 
variously constituted minds of our readers; but. 
we shall probably not be far from the truth ia 
surmising that it was with a preva,iling feeling of 
distrust that the majority entered uppn the task. 
WoxP them^ and first opened the pages of what. 
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they miglit in their own minds have denominated 
(and not inaptly) the Bois d'Hai£ie romance. 

Man has sometimes been described, in one of 
his many definitions, as an animal with a craving 
for the supernatural, and it is certain that again 
and again in the world's history his credulity has 
received many rude shocks from this propensity to 
believe in strange and curious phenomena : but it 
is no less true that it has been quite as often his 
tendency to run to the opposite extreme, and dis- 
play a bitter and most uncompromising spirit of 
hostility and unbelief towards manifestations 
which, incredible though they may appear at first 
sight, are supported by the strongest and most 
unimpeachable testimony. 

The case before us must certainly be placed in 
this latter category ; the startling nature of many 
of its incidents, apparently so opposed to the 
ordinary laws of nature, shock all our precon- 
ceived ideas, and the first impulse in the mind of 
nearly every one outside the Church is to denounce 
the whole thing as an impudent and barefaced 
imposture. 

But mere assertion, however sweeping in its 
denunciation, will not alter the facts detailed in 
the thoughtful pages before us ; for they are not 
the vague declamation and unsupported theories 
of an enthusiast, but the carefully weighed evi- 
dence of a conscientious man of science, who 
could ill afford to make shipwreck of his fame, by 
identifying himself with so palpable a fraud. 

From the very outset there has been no at- 
tempt on the part of the Lateau family to escape 
the medical inquest that was set on foot. Placed 
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under the immediate Bupervision of Dr. Lefebvre, 
he haB had the most favourable opportunities to 
make a full and complete study of the case. He 
has left no stone unturned^ he has shrunk from 
no proof (however severe and searching) which 
might thro^ the least light on its nature ; and it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, to find in the 
records of ** rare cases^* one which, in all its bear- 
ings and details, has been so thoroughly and 
rigorously tested. 

Thus we are convinced that every impartial 
man who brings to the consideration of the sub- 
ject a mind free from prejudice, will, after weigh- 
ing well the evidence adduced, accept loyally the 
facts as they stand, on precisely the same grounds 
on which he believes not only all the accredited 
facts of ancient and modern history, but also the 
events of common and every day life. 

For instance, does a single week pass away in 
the experience of any one of us, without some- 
thing *' new or strange'* being forced upon our 
notice, either in the books of travel or of science 
we may glance over, or still more often iu the 
pages of that ubiquitous press which is now 
become our urgent and daily necessity ? 

We only demand that they should come from 
Reliable and authentic sources, in order to give to 
them full and perfect credence, and common sense 
will at once tell us that this is the only way we 
can ever hope to form any views at all. For what 
a wretched existence this would be, if the spirit. 
of universal doubt were to bias us at every turn 
in the opinions and ideas we must continually 
form of men and things. 
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There is indeed bardly a moment in T^hich we 
can escape from this dependence on others for 
every isifit that we believe ; an^ full many a tale of 
wonder, however improbable, has met with a ready 
reception, because of the trustworthy character of 
those by whom it has been sent forth to the 
world. 

In this case of Louise Lateau, a good deal of 
the prejudice it has aroused in the limited circles, 
into which the news of it has penetrated, is prin- 
cipally due to the entire novelty of the class of 
facts which characterise it. It is now nearly 
thirty years since Lord Shrewsbury, in a letter 
descriptive of the Ecstatica of Galdarno, and the 
Addolorata of Gapriana, first made the English 
public acquainted with a similar case ; it aroused 
but little interest at the time, excited but few 
comments, and speedily dropped out of nearly 
every one's recollection.* 

Thus the first rumours which arrived amongst, 
ns of this present manifestation, with the fame of 
which all Belgium was ringing, fell upon the 
unaccustomed ears of the present generation of 
Englishmen like a ** new revelation.** 

It was more than three years after the first 
knowledge of the facts had come to light, before a 
detailed account found its way into the pages of 
any English periodical. It is true, that from 
time to time short and fragmentary notices ap« 
peared in the Catholic papers, but beyond these 
limits they did not penetrate^ and the wbola 

* A Letter from tha ikurl of SbrewabiUT, deaoriptiTe of tha 
Eostatica of Caldamo, and the Addolon^^ of Capriaaa. 1842. 
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Protestant press, without scarcely an exception, 
contained for a long time neither notice nor re* 
mark. 

A temperate and thoughtful article in tire Api*iL 
nnmber of Macmillan for the present year was the 
first to break the silence, and we may perhaps be 
allowed to consider it fortunate that a magazine 
of so high a character for talent and fair dealings 
should baye been the first to direct public atten- 
tion to the subject* Dr. Day, the author of the 
article in question, has compiled his account, as 
far as we are able to judge, from the French 
edition of the present work. Indeed, more than 
three-fourths of it is taken up with a faithful 
translation of the more salient points in Dr. 
Lefebvre's narrative. 

In his comments on the entire case Dr. Day 
rejects as absurd and impossible the theory of 
fraud, but enters into no discussion of the causes 
to which the new disease (as he calls it) may be 
attributed, contenting himself with the remark 
that '' Louise Lateau must take her place among 
the rare cases," and '* instead of attempting an 
explanation that must be incomplete, it is better 
that we should patiently wait for more light." 

The article in Macmillan soon aroused public 
attention, and two of the leading medical journals 
followed closely in its track, taking as their text 
the detaih as given by Dr. Day. The old adage 
of '^Whe shall decide when doctors disagree?" 
was never more amusingly illustrated than by 
these two authorities. 

Let us quote first from the Lancet of April 
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22nd. It says quite coolly that the narrative is 
nothing extraordinary. 

** The only thing remarkable about the bleeding 
is the periodicity of its occurrence. The general 
law is quite clear^ that the direction of attentionr 
upon any part or parts of the body may be fol- 
lowed by all manner of nervous and vascular 
changes ; that this attention, in order to be effec- 
tual, must be automatic and complete ; and that 
it most readily becomes so in uneducated persons, 
who have never gained from mental training the 
power to control the operations of the mind. 
Viewed in such a light as- this, the history of 
Louise Lateau is sufficiently simple. A pious 
girl, of a reserved temperament, she was familiar 
with the details of the Passion, from the crucifixes 
and pictares which form so large a part of the 
apparatus of Boman Catholicism. The supposed 
approach of death had served to fix her thoughts 
upon sacred things, and her unexpected recovery 
only strengthened and deepened her religious 
impressions. With these there was in her little 
world nothing else to contend ; and her medita- 
tions on the crucifixion, actively excited by the 
Friday, at last culminated in the flow of blood, 
corresponding to that from the wounded side. 
Such an effect once produced, and as the narrative 
shows, brooded over for an entire week in silence, 
was, naturally enough, (sic) followed by the ap- 
pearance of the other stigmata. The faculty of 
attention, growing and strengthened by use, soon 
attained the power of engrossing the whole force 
of the nervous centres, and the condition of 
ecstasy became developed. Such cases are in no 
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way extraordmary^ and they are only nmiBaal 
because the events of life, so seldom leave any one 
set of feelings in the necessary predominance. 
Time and occupation, and the various cares and 
duties of the home circle, furnish the best reme- 
dies for ecstasy and analogous conditions; and 
these should not, as a rule, be encouraged, 
because they are capable of being turned to an 
evil account by the ignorant, the credulous, and 
.the superstitious." 

'' That is," says the Dvhlin Review, in com- 
menting on this ItMid explanation, " the state of 
Louise Lateau is so far from extraordinary, that 
the real difficulty is to prevent people falling into 
it. The general rule is quite clear. Now Dr. 
Lefebvre examines all the oases, both those of 
classified diseases, and those of ^ rare cases,' re- 
corded in the medical annals, and shows that, 
except the similar cases of persons having the 
stigmata, there is not one in the least like that of 
Louise Lateau, either as to the bleeding or the 
ecstasy ; and more, that there is no one instance 
in which a case of hemorrhage, even though quite 
unlike hers, has been combined with any kind of 
trance whatever. The Lancet does not attempt to 
answer his arguments, or to show that he is in 
error; all it does is to assert that the case is 
nothing unusual or remarkable." 

And then comes the British Medical Journal 
of May 6th, which, after quoting the remarks of 
the Lancet, thus proceeds : 

'* We believe that this explanation involves a 
physiological impossibility. It is common enough 
to see hemorrhage occur beneath the skin; but 
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unless the ooticle be broken or nieerated no blood 
escapes through the skin ; and with the ecstatic 
condition, closely allied as it is to some forms of 
hysteria, there is associated, as so often happens, 
a disposition to deceit, and especially to sncb 
forms of deceit as may excite the sympathy and 
surprise of the bystanders. In the ecstatic 
visions and bleeding skin of this Belgian woman, 
we are asked to believe that there is something 
opposed to or above the ordinary laws of nature. 
We protest against such a conclusion, as calcu- 
lated to bring disgrace upon science and discredit 
upon theology.*' 

We are inclined, on concluding the perusal of 
these tt(^o precious productions, in which bigotry 
and hatred of the Catholic Church struggle 
together for predominance, to echo with Dominie 
Sampson, " Prodigious /" 

The view of the case taken by the Lancet, in 
which it accepts the theory that *' attention upon 
any particular part or parts, may be followed by 
all manner of nervous and vascular changes," is, 
although ingenious, by no means a new idea. M. 
Alfred Maury,* a member of the French Institute, 
had previously broached the same solution of the 
case of St. Francis of Assisi, in the Revue de$ 
Deux Mondee, but Dr. Lefebvre, who quotes the 
passage, will hardly condescend to treat at 
seriously, and dismisses it with the remark ** that 
he does not hesitate to say that it is the romance 
of physiology, but not physiology itself." 

Indeed, the absurdity of sooh a liae of reason- 

• Alfred Mauy, B»viMdtti3)wiKiMaiMkifij W4>W. 4BM. 
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ing is patent, even to the most ordinary capacity, 
and it is a matter of astoDishment to us how a 
** grave and reliable" journal like the Lancet 
could ever have allowed its disinclination to 
admit any facts that might appear to favour the 
Catholic Church to override its medical and 
scientific instincts. 

The opinion of the Medical Journal has still 
less claim to our consideration. In the face of 
the hundreds of distinguished witnesses,* both 
medical and ecclesiastical, who have borne testi- 
mony to the entire integrity of the facts, we 
should have thought that it would have struck the 
Journal that a professedly scientific organ, thus 
setting itself up in opposition to such a phalanx 
of authorities ought at least to have sustained 
"the charge of fraud," by attempting to answer 
the facts and arguments adduced by Dr. Lefebvre ; 
but in no single instance does the Journal show 

* Among the physicians who have given this evidence may be 
mentioned Dr. Hairion, Professor of Hygiene and Dermatology 
(the theory of skin diseases), at the University of Lonvain; Dr. 
Van Kempen, Professor of Anatomy in the same University; 
Dr. Imbert Gourbeyre, Professor in the Medical School at 
Clermont FemCad; and Drs. Lecrinier of Fayt, Severin of 
Braine, TAllend Monlaert of Brnges, and Spiltoir of Marchenna. 
Dr. Lefebvre also states that, dnring the twenty weeks she was 
nnder his snperintendance, he took upwards of a hundred medi- 
taX friends to examine iiie phenomena. 

The case has been accepted as genuine by Dr. Clymer, in his 
paper on '* Certain Dramatic Diseases of the Nervous System/' 
published in Dr. Hammond's Qua/rterl/y Jov/mal of Psychohgi' 
eal Med/idne, the leading American periodical devoted to mental 
diseases.— Jlfacmill<in, April, 1871. 
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any desire of fighting it oat in fair lists ; it wisely 
keeps its distance from snch dangerous ground, 
and contents itself with repeating its cuckoo cry 
of " fraud/* 

The remarks of the Dublin Review on the way 
in which these two authorities are so diametrically 
opposed the one to the other, appear to us so per- 
tinent that we take the opportunity of reproducing 
them for the benefit of our readers. It says : 
'* This is an instance of a state of miud forced 
painfully upon all who are obliged to observe how 
Protestants in general approach the consideration 
of any facts which may possibly bear upon the 
Caibolic Church. Very few indeed are those who 
rather than admit any fact which they only fear 
may tell in its favour, do not at once discard all 
the habits of thought upon which they have all 
their lives prided themselves. Men who delight 
in weighing evidence, and observing exactly how 
much it really proves, and what it does not prove, 
at once admit as indisputable facts the wildest 
speculations, not merely on insufficient evidence, 
but in truth upon no evidence at all, if only they 
seem likely to explain away any recorded pheno- 
menon, the tendency of which they believe to be 
Catholic." 

. There is one excuse we can make for this disin- 
clination of English scientific men to believe in 
any phenomena out of the common way, and it is 
the unsatisfactory nature of the few similar cases 
that have at intervals furnished matter in oar own 
country for medical enquiry. The celebrated case 
of the " Welsh Fasting Girl" will doubtless recur 
to all our readers, and at first sight the flagrant 
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imposture which it veiled may seem somewhat to 
tell against the Belgian phenomenon. 

But there is this one important difference between 
the two, for in the former case the interference of 
medical supervision was resisted as long as resist- 
ance was possible, and the moment a test was 
applied, and carried out fully and completely, the 
end came, and wilh it the death of the poor crea- 
ture who had striven to carry out the delusion. 
But in the case of Louise Lateau there has not 
been a moment from the first appearance of the 
phenomena, in which her cottage has not at all 
hours been open to the free and unimpeded entry 
of the physician ; and the series of tests to which 
she has been subjected, and which in their 
thoroughness did not leave a loophole for escape, 
have only resulted in the truth and reality of her 
case coming out in a more clear and convincing 
manner on each and every occasion. 

It is not improbable that in the minds of many 
there may lurk a vague and indefinable idea that 
stigmata and ecstasies are something entirely new, 
and a manifestation of these latter days. 

It will not, then, be out of place to remark here 

that these phenomena, far from being modern in 

their nature, are in reality almost coeval with the 

existence of Christianity. Although Dr. Day, in 

referring to the previously recorded cases of stig- 

matization, fixes their commencement with St. 

Francis in the thirteenth century, there are not 

wanting constant allusions to similar cases in the 

earlier ages of the Church. " Massiugberd," in 

his^History of the Reformation, quotes documents 

of the Athanasian period, in which mention is 
6 
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made of ihem^ and it will not be taking too mnch 
latitude if we draw from this fact the inference 
that there has hardly been a centary in the 
Church's history in which they have not occurred. 

It has indeed been the opinion of not a few 
theologians^ that St. Paul himself was the first 
who bore these mysterious wounds, founding 
their belief on that text in his Epistle to the 
Galatians where he tells them, ** for I bear the 
marks of the Lord Jesus in my body." 

Be this as it may, we have, dating from the 
beginning of the thirteenth century, a detailed 
list of more than seyenty bona-fide examples, 
spread over nearly every Catholic land. 

In perusing the memoirs we possess of them, 
there is one characteristic they all seemed to have 
in common. Differing as they did in all else, of 
all ages, nations, ranks, and conditions of life, 
there was yet one aim in which they were all 
united, one end to which their most fervent 
desirefl ever tendiBd-<^the love of Him with whose 
sign they were marked, and whose touching image 
they bore not more deeply imprinted on their out- 
ward forms than in their inmost hearts. 

We live in an age when we are nothing if not 
utilitarian : and the question will thus naturally 
arise, even if we allow the truth of all this, and 
admit that these phenomena, (which are above all 
natural and scientific explanation) are real and 
undoubted £Eicts ; what end do they serve ? what 
influence can they possibly exert ? in a word, *' cui 
bono "« 

We might reply that it is not for our limited 
and finite minds to attempt to piexoa the designs 
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of an All-Wiae Providence, and from our narfow 
fitandpoint to pass in jadgment tbe means which 
He deigns to make use of to extend Hia glory and 
honour among men. 

Yet, even so, it is at times permitted ns to 
draw from the events around us conclusions not 
incompatible with the deep and reverent awe with 
which we ought ever to approach the considera- 
tion of His wonders, and it seems to us that the 
one way in which we may best arrive at a due 
appreciation of these cases, is by attentively ob^ 
serving the feelings in regard to them which 
actuate the children of tbe Church, and the prad* 
tical effect they may be found to have on those 
Catholics who come within the range of their ia« 
fluence. 

A Catholic, on first hearing of a case like that 
of Louise Lateau, and convinced of its authanti* 
city, has no diAeulty in recognising the sttp«r* 
natural source to which it owes its origin. It ig 
not to science that he has looked for aid, for fidie 
has already confessed her inability to solve th^ 
problem ; there is for him on^ authority in whom, 
far above all the science and wisdom of this 
world, he places his perfect and entire conQdenoe* 
That one only Catholic and Apostolie Church, 
who, in the plenitude of her Divine inspiratioh, 
shrinks from the solution of no problem, however 
difficult and abstruse, and whose trumpet voice 
speaks to the world with no doubtful or uncertaiii 
sound, for it is the voice of truth itself. 

This Church, like a true and loving motheri 
has ever at heart the spiritual interests of her 
children, and it is her vigilant and incessant 
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watcbfalness against anythiDg which might prove 
Lartful to their welfare, that has rendered her so 
cantioas iUvaffixing the seal of her approbation to 
any of the numerous supernatural manifestations 
which in every age have come up before her for 
judgment. This we have seen fully exemplified 
in the present instance, and we shall see quite as 
forciUe examples of it in the memoirs of similar 
cases that will be found in the Appendix. 

The Church having once given her saujction, 
by recognising and affirming the supernatural 
nature of these stigmata, tacitly permits her chil- 
dren to follow their devotional instincts, and 
excite their love and fervour by the consideration 
of these manifestations of God's power so won- 
drously set before their eyes. 

For it cannot be denied that such fruits have 
most abundantly resulted in those times and 
places where they have occurred ;* and it would 
thus seem to be a design of God, by a continued 
series of these '' living pictures*' of the Passion of 
His Divine Son, as shadowed forth in the persons 

* " Few indeed who go to see her leave her without deep 
^motion. Many, powerfully impressed (by the sight of her) 
with the suf^rings of Jesus for our sins, hasten, with tears in 
their eyes, to the feet of the priest, to confess their sins and 
cleanse their consciences. 

"The sufferings and passion of our Lord, represented so 
forcibly in her person, made so strong an impression of His 
Death and Atonement on two Jews who came from Milan to see 
her, that they were converted and received baptism. 

'' Even the most hardened sinners are often affected to tears." 
— Authentic Acc<yunt of Domenica Lazza/ri, Rev, JP. C Htuen^ 
l^th. 1841. 
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of His servants, to maintain, in an age of especial 
scepticism and growing untelief in Divine agency, 
a perpetual evidence that the Land of the Lord is 
not shortened, nor His power diminished among 
the children of men. That, now as ever, in the 
nineteenth century as in the first, He will not 
leave His faithful ones to hattle unaided and 
alone, but will deign at times to pierce the ob- 
scurity whiob surrounds their path, and permit 
them, even on this earthly pilgrimage, a partial 
glimpse of that glory which they shall only see 
completely unveiled hereafter. 

If the results We have thus lightly indicated 
are in any degree realized through the csise of 
Louise Lateau ; if a single one of those who 
have perused this little work, has felt his heart 
moved by a spark of love and gratitude at the 
wonders it has revealed, the translator's task will 
not have been in vain. 



The following letter from Dr. Lefebvre, the 
author of the present work, recently received by 
the translator, will show us that the conditions of 
this remarkable case continue unchanged up to 
the present time. 
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Louvain, 

24th November, 1871. 

Sir, 

A thousand exonscB for my delay in an- 
swering your letter. I was away from home 
during the vacation's, and have since my return 
been overwhelmed with work*. 

I very willingly grant you permission to bring 
out my account of Louise Lateau in your expres- 
sive language. 

I am happy to tell you that the phenomena ' 
always continue with the same regularity ; every 
Friday without exception this living imago of our 
suffering Lord bleeds from the head, side, and 
hands, and her profound ecstasy is each time re- 
newed. 

Permit me make two requests. 

First, to send me a few copies of your transla* 
tion. * 

Secondly, if the English edition should prove a 
success, to send me a small offering towards a 
church at Bois d'Haine (the village of liouise) 
where there is great and pressing need' of one. 

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my most distin- 
guished consideration. 

D. Leubbvux* 

Mr. tT. S. Shepard, 
Northa^lpton. 

Should ^any of my readers, prompted by a spirit 
of devotion towards Louise, wish to aid in the 
meritorious work alluded to by the good doctor, it 
would afford the translator very great pleasure to 
be the vehicle of their charity. 



87 



HISTOEY OP FOBMER CASES Of 
* STIGMATIZiTION, 



Thronghoufc tbe early agea of Christianity wa 
do uot find auy examples of stigmatisatioD, at 
least of any that may be properly designated as 
such. The first instance that we hare recorded ia 
that of the celebrated St. Francis of Aasisi, and I 
oannot do better than describe, in the touching 
words of his contemporary, St. Bonaventnrei how 
that holy man (honoured alike by Protestant and 
Catholic) reoeired the marks that were to make 
him outwardly, as he already was inwardly, like to 
the pattern of his Divine Master. 

** Francis divided the time allotted to bim 
here, spending the one part of it in labours fot 
the good of bis neighbour, and devoting tbe otbei 
to tranquil contemplation. In order the mor4 
easily to give himself up to meditation, be retired 
from time to time into the solitudes of Mount 
Alverua in the Apennines. There be fasted fof 
forty days, in honour of the Archangel St. Michael, 
being rapt in the most fervent prayer, and bi« 
soul inflamed with the ardour of divine love. His 
ecstasies during this time were both long and fre* 
quent, in whicli, being admitted to a closer com* 
jQiunion with God, he rose to a more perfect 
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appreciation of His infinite Majesty, and of his 
own notbingness. And as, in the fervour of bis 
love he desired to know how to follow out the 
more perfectly the entire will of God, it was in- 
fused into his mind by divine inspiration, that he 
had but to open the Book of tbe Gospels, and he 
should there see what he so greatly longed for. 
Having first prayed with an all-absorbed devotion, 
he caused his companion, in the name of the 
Most Holy Trinity, to open the Book of the 
Gospels which was placed upon the altar. Three 
times it opened at the Passion of our Lord, and 
from that the Saint understood that as he had 
imitated Christ in tbe actions of bis past life, so 
he should for the future be conformed to Him in 
His Passion and sufferings. And, broken down 
and weak in body though he was, from the 
austerity of his life, he resolved, without for a 
moment weighing the cost, to obey in all things 
the voice of his Lord. 

** Early in the morning, then, on the Feast of 
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, being in prayer 
on the mountain-side, and feeling within his soul 
an intense and burning desire to be crucified with 
his Lord, he beheld descending from heaven 
towards him a seraph having six wings as it were 
of fire. When the celestial messenger came near 
to him, there appeared between the wings the 
form of one crucified, with the hands and feet 
stretched out upon the cross. Two wings rose 
above the head, two were spread forth in flight, 
while the others veiled the whole body. Filled 
with astonishment at the sight, Francis felt, 
nevertheless, a great joy at the apparition with 
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TvLicIi God had favom-ed him, and jet at the same 
time a deep sorrow at beholding Him whom his 
sonl loved fastened so cruelly to the cross, the 
thought of which pierced his heart as with a 
sword of grief. He could not understand how the 
immortality of the heavenly spirit could in any 
way agree with the bitterness of thd Passion, bat 
it was presently revealed to him that he was to 
imitate the Passion of our Lord, not by the suf- 
fering of the flesh, but by the crucifixion of the 
spirit. 

*' The vision disappearing, his he/irt remained 
filled to overflowing with heavenly light, while a 
marvellous sign was left imprinted on his limbs. 
On his hands and feet were the marks of the 
nails, as he had beheld in the seraphic vision, 
and on his right side was a wound as if made by 
a lance*s thrust. His hands and feet appeared 
transfixed with the nails, their heads being seen 
in the upper part of the feet, and the points on 
the reverse sides. The heads of these nails were 
round and black, and the points somewhat long 
and bent, as if turned back, so that between them 
and the skin there was the space of a finger. 
They could be moved with ease, for on the one 
side they were imbedded in the flesh, whilst on 
the other they were clear of it, yet it was not 
possible to draw them out, as we are assured by 
St. Clare, who after the saint's death essayed to 
do so, but could not succeed. 

*' The Saint could move his fingers, and make 
nse of his hands and feet as before, nevertheless, 
walking had become difficult to him, and it was 
for that reason that he thenceforward made use of 
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a horse on his journeys ihrongli the country. 
The wound in his side was deep, and of the width 
of three fingers, as declared by one of the brethren 
who by chance had touched it. 

** The wound was red, and as it were rounded 
by the drawing hack of the flesh, and his habit 
was oftentimes stained by the blood which flowed 
from it. 

*^ No appearance of gangrene or inflammation 
was ever perceived on these wounds, nor did the 
holy man employ any remedy to heal them, and 
it was thus only by a miracle that his life was 
prolonged for two years, in spite of the sufferings 
and continual loss of blood they caused him. 

** On descending from the mountain at the 
expiration of bis forty days fast, he was in great 
perplexity, for he feared, on the one hand, to 
reveal the secrets of God, and on the other, ho 
perceived right well that it would be impossible 
to hide them from those who were about him* 
Uncertain whether he should declare or conceal 
what he had seen, he called together some of the 
brethren, and in general terms exposed his doubt 
to them, and asked their counsel. Then a eeitain 
friai*, knowing that the holy man had seen some 
marvellous vision, which had thus amas&ed him» 
answered, ' Brother, what thou hast received ia 
not only for thy own sake, but for the sake of 
others, and therefore thou shouldst fear to conceal 
this divine secret, that has been confided to thee, 
lest thou shouldst be condemned for hiding the 
talent committed to thy care.' At these worda 
the holy man determined not to conceal what 
might be of benefit to others, and thereupon 
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related all that he had Been^ adding that the 
TisioD bad rerealed unto bim certain things which 
he bad been forbidden to niter to any HQan during 
his life. From that time forward^ in order to 
hide as mnob as possible the stigmata, he always 
(contrary to the rule of the order) wore shoes on 
his feet, and kept his hands almost entirely 
covered ; yet, in spite of these pnecautions, many 
of the brethren saw clearly these stigmata, and 
the Sapreme Pontiff Alexander, with many of the 
cardinals, affirmed that during his life they had 
with their own eyes beheld these sacred stigmata. 

^' After bis death tbey were seen by more than 
fifty brethren together, as al^o by St. Glai'e, that 
virgin devoted to God, with many of her sisters, 
and an innumerable crowd of seculars, who bad 
come togetber from all parts of the country to be 
witnesses of these wonders, and who were able 
with their own bauds to touch the very wounds 
themselves.'** 

At the close of the seventeenth century we find 
that Veronica Juliani had similar stigmata on the 
hands, feet, and side^ which discharged water as 
well as blood. 

These mysteirions wounds appeared on her for 
the first time daring an ecstasy, on Good Friday, 
in the year 1697. 

It is, I am aware, the generally received idea of 
those who differ from the Cathelic Church, that 
her ecclesiastical authorities, in dealing with such 
cases as these, belieTe far too readily in their 

* Life of St. Francis, by St. BonAYdnture, clia|;)t«r8 xii. wd 

XT. 
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reality, and it will not, therefore, be oat of place 
here to detail the various proofs to which Veronica 
was submitted. 

" She was,'* says the author of her Life, *' by 
the order of her confessor, obliged to undergo a 
most searching examination beforo Eustachio, the 
bishop of her diocese, deputed to this task by the 
Boman Inquisition, in order to test the truth of 
her case, and if it were not, after all, an infamous 
imposture. It was conducted in so strict a 
manner that, had Veronica been guilty of the 
slightest deception, it must infallibly have been 
detected. The bishop endeavoured, in the first 
place, to try her patience, humility, and submis- 
sion, for it is these characteristics, above all 
others, which disthiguish the workings of God in 
the soul. He deprived her, then, of her post as 
mistress of the novices,* ordered her into his 
presence, and there reprimanded her in so loud 
and angry a tone as to be heard even outside the 
convent. He accused her of dealing in the ' black 
art,* threatened her with excommunication, and 
that she should be burnt in presence of the whole 
community. She was then imprisoned in one of 
the cells, forbidden to take part in the work of the 
house, to assist at Mass or choir except on fete 
days, and then she was compelled to remain 
standing at the door as though under the Church's 
curse, guarded by a lay sister, who had orders to 
treat her in the harshest manner, and to prevent 
her from speaking with the other sisters, and, 
hardest trial of all, she was deprived for some 
time of Holy Communion. 

** By the Bishop's command, several physicians 
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undertook the task of healing the stigmata, and 
her hands having heen bound up, and the wounds 
dressed, were enclosed in gloves, which were then 
carefully sealed up. ' These attempts were con- 
tinued till the month of October, but the wounds, 
instead of healing, became, on the contrary, 
larger. During all this, Veronica, in no single 
instance, contradicted herself. Her humble re- 
signed bearing under all these trials never for a 
moment forsook her, and not a muimur escaped 
her lips at the cruel treatment she was experienc- 
ing. At length, the. Eoman Inquisition, having 
received the Bishop's report, declared itself satis- 
fied, and left Veronica in peace."* 

In the early part of the same century, Joanna 
di Jesu Maria, a Spanish nun,/underwent even a 
more rigorous examination. After a prolonged 
ecstasy, on Friday the 20th May, 1613, her handsr 
were found marked with the stigmata, to which 
was soon after added the crown of thorns. When 
this • became known it did not obtain credence 
until after a most searching and prolonged inves- 
tigation. Having in due course come to the 
knowledge of Ferdinand d'Azevedo, Archbishop of 
Burgos, and President of Gaslille, he ordered his 
Grand Vicar Manrico to proceed to a rigorous 
inquest on it, and to draw up a report for his 
guidance. 

The court was helii on the 16th February; 
1618, and was composed of the Commissary of 
the Inquisition, the Suffragan Bishop, several of 
the secular and regular clergy of the district, of 

i * life of Yeroiiica Juliani, by Salvatori, pp. 99-108 and 174. 
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many learned men, together with bnr^es&tes of the 
towD, and two pbysioiaDS, Aspa and Pacbeco. 

Joanna was brought then before them, and diS'^ 
played ber wounds so that ibey might be eare* 
fully examined by every one« Her bands were 
first inspected, and they were long and closely 
looked at by the jndges. They found on each a 
wonnd, neither round nor square in shape, bat 
ratber triangnlar, of no great depth, but yet, from 
the disappearance of Uie cuticle, learing the flesh 
visible. From the centre of it exuded a whitish 
Watery discharge, but the skin round about the 
wound was in nowise swollen or inflamed, bat 
remained in its natural state. They then washed 
one of them with a wet sponge, and, by the sug- 
gestion of Baobeao, it was again . repeated with 
Soap, and so .violently that the pain must have 
been intense, but Joanna bore it all with the 
greatest patience. Doctor Aspa then deposed that 
he had seen the wounds two years and a half 
before, and that, in conjunction with another 
doctor, he had attempted their cure, but in 8pit« 
of every remedy they still remained in the same 
condition^ 

Joanna had then to show her feet^ and place 
them upon a small bench. On the top of each 
foot a wound was seen, similar in every respect to 
that on the hand, but somewhat deeper. On the 
soles it was even still more extensive, but in 
neither case was there the slightest tumour or 
inflammation. On the left side of the breast, a 
little below the chest, was found a wound larger 
than all the others, of a different shape, and of 
great depths from which ther« was coDsiderablo 
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bleeding. The eotirfe concluded ilB enquiry by 
examining her head^ and on uncovering her fore- 
head, a circle was seen, the width of a finger, 
rising above the surrounding skin, soft and puffy 
to the touch, as though filled with air, and which, 
in the opinion of the doctors, penetrated to the 
skull. 

The physicians then declared that the wounds 
they had examined were not natural, and that 
they could not possibly be the e&ct of fraud, and 
in a written report later on they expressed this as 
their mature judgment^ which they also affirmed 
by oath. 

The rest of the court, struck by all they had 
seen of tike admirable virtues of Joanna, and of 
the miracles she had worked, miracles which 
many among them had been witnesses of, shared 
this, opinion of the physicians, and confirmed 
their testimony. 

An official report was then drawn up, signed by 
all the members of the Commission, and deposited 
in the Franciscan church at Burgos, after having 
previously communicated to the archbishop the 
result of the enquiry. 

But the latter was not yet satisfied. The fol- 
lowing year he himself went to Burgos, obtained 
all the necessary information, had Joanna brought 
before him, and examined, before trustworthy wit- 
nesses and with the most scrupulous attention, 
her several sl^gmata. Sbe told him that they 
had first appeared on the backs of the hands, but 
that she had asked God to take them away, as 
they exposed lier to remark and curiosity, and 
that He had listened to her prayer. After a care- 
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fal investigation, the archbishop sanctioned the 
report of the previous commission, and drew up a 
formal declaration to attest it. 

In our own days, the most celebrated case of 
the combined stigmata and ecstasy, is without 
doubt Maria Moil, the Ecstatica of Galdarno, in 
the Tyrol, whose case, during her lifetime, was 
brought prominently before the English public by 
the accounts of the Earl of Shrewsbury, Mr. 
Allies, and others. 

The sketch of her by GSrres, in his great and 
exhaustive work, Christliche Mystik, and trans- 
lated into French under the title of La Mystique 
Divine, naturelle et didbolique, gives so vivid and 
interesting a description of her wonderful state 
that we may be permitted to prefer it to the 
accounts of our own countrymen, which, forcible 
and trustworthy though they are, fail to give so 
clear and striking a picture of her as that fur- 
nished by the German writer, who, to the compre- 
hensive view he took of the whole subject, united 
the advantage of having at different times been 
allowed to study her case most thoroughly in all 
its bearings and details. 

" Let me now," says Gdrres, " add to tho 
various cases of this kind which have been attested 
for us by men worthy of all faith, those of which I 
myself have been a witness ; not that I pretend to 
adduce my testimony as evidence of their truth, 
but because it seems to me unreasonable to speak 
of what has happened in the past, without making 
mention of those which are passing around us. 

" Maria Mori was born on the 16lh of October, 
1812. Under the care of a most pious and sensi- 
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ble molLer, she Boon began to exbibit many excel- 
lent quulilies. She displayed^ at an early age^ 
a great generosity to her little companions, being 
ever willing to divide with them anything she 
might have, and doing them every service in her 
power, 

** In her studies she did not distingnish herself 
above the rest, but displayed in the household a 
quiet thoughtful demeanour, and a gentle con- 
siderate disposition, which loved to show itself, 
above all, towards the poor and afiSicted. She wa3 
most fervent and constant in prayer, frequenting 
for that purpose the Franciscan church not far 
from her father's house. 

** At the age of nineteen she lost her mother, 
leaving her father with the care of nine children, 
the youngest of whom was but ten days old. In- 
capable himself of managing such a household, 
the task of it devolved upon Maria, who accepted 
it with joy, and performed it with as much success 
as zeal. Its efifect upon her interior life was to 
impart a grave and serious tone to her mind, and 
she redoubled her assiduity in the services of the 
Church, and her other devotional exercises, for 
she had indeed a heavy burden to support. 

'' Her sorrow for her mother's death was sincere 
and lasting; she continued for three years tp 
weep over her loss, but her regrets sensibly 
diminished when, later on, she gave up all that 
this world holds dear. Still, the cares and 
anxieties of her position went on for ever in- 
creasing, and the hard grip of poverty, with all 
the evils it brings in its train, laid a heavy hand{ 

upon her, and gradually sapped away her strength.' 
7 
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In her eigbteeDth year she had contracted a 
disease from which she never completely re- 
covered, but continued to suffer from throughout 
her whole life. 

'' These few details are all that can be gleaned 
of her exterior life, and, as we may imagine, her 
interior life is still less known. Spiritual trials of 
more than one kind were added to the temporal 
ones it was her lot to bear, and, as often happens, 
these temptations increased in intensity as she 
advanced furtber in the hidden paths through 
which God conducted her. Her sole resource in 
the midst of all this was as ever the Blessed 
Sacrament. From 1830 to 1882 she made in 
this way rapid but steady progress in the spiritual 
life, but still without any unusual phenometia 
being noticed in her. But after 1832, when she 
bad attained her twentieth year, her confessor 
remarked that she often gave no answer to the 
questions he put to her, and seemed as though 
in a trance. He questioned on this subject those 
with whom she lived, and was told that she was 
always thus when she had received Holy Com- 
munion. \ 

" He was much struck by this, for up to now he 
had, like all the rest, looked upon these peculiar 
manifestations as tbe result of ordinary illness, but 
he now for the first time thought that it might 
possibly arise from some higher cause. He was 
confirmed in this idea when, later on, the phene- 
mena became more developed, and assumed a 
decided character. At length, an event whioh 
occurred in the same year furnished him with the 
key to this extraordinary condition. 
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*' The procession .of Corpus Christi at Caldaruo, 
as indeed everywhere among the iiimple- hearted 
pious Tyrolese, is carried out with great pomp 
and ceremony. The excitement and movement 
which it caused in the little town was distinctly 
audihle in the room of Maria, on whom music had 
always had hitherto a disagreeable effect — even 
the sound of a violin or any other instrument 
sufficing to produce in her the most violent pains 
and cramps* Her confessor, engrossed with the 
preparations for the fete, wished to have the 
entire day to himself, and at the same time spare 
her from the disturbance and excitement it would 
be likely to cause her ; and aware, from his former 
experience, that after communion she always 
remained in ecstasy for six and eight hours, and 
often even longer, he judged it advisable to give 
her communion early, that she might remain quiet 
for the rest of the day. He brought her then the 
Blessed Sacrament, at three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and she was at once rapt in ecstasy. He 
then left her, and, occupied elsewhere for the 
whole day and the greater part of the next one, 
was unable to visit her before three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when, to his intense surprise, he found 
her kneeling in precisely the same attitude he 
had left her thirty-six hours before ; and on 
closely questioning the people of the house, they 
declared that she had remained the whole time in 
ecstasy. It was not their custom to pay any great 
attention to her in the house, leaving her (as was 
doubtless her wish) very much to her ecstasies 
and prayers, without breaking in on her retire- 
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menty bo tbat when bLo required anytbing/ she 
had to call Bome one in order to obtain it. 

''Her confesBor now began to understand how 
deeply the spirit of ecstasy had penetnited her 
whole being, so tbat it bad almost become to her 
ft second nature, and would indeed soon be her 
habitual state, if he did not try and restrain its 
effects. When then he had recalled her to her- 
self, he endeavoured to keep it within bounds by 
the virtue of holy obedience, which, as a member 
of the Third Order of St. Francis, she was bound 
to by vow. 

'' We have no exact details of the manner in 
which the stigmata first developed themselves in 
Maria Mori. Even in the autumn of 1833, her 
confessor. Father Gapistran, had by chance 
noticed that the parts of her hands where the 
wounds afterwards appeared had begun to form in 
hollows, as though impressed by some external 
substance ; the purts at the same time becoming 
the seat of considerable pain, accompanied by fre- 
quent cramps. These facts led him to conjecture 
that the stigmata would not be long in appearing, 
and the event speedily justified his opinion. Two 
days after the Parificatiou, on the 4th February, 
1834, he found her holding a cloth, with which 
she wiped her hands from time to time, like a 
child frightened at what it had seen. Noticing 
the blood on the cloth, he asked her the meaning 
of it, to which she replied, in a disconnected 
manner, that she knew nothing of it, that she 
must have cut herself, or some such si^nilar 
excuses. Bnt they were in reality the stigmata 
which were h» aceforward imprinted on the hands, 
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soon sLowing themselves on the feet, and being 
eventually followed by the wound on the heart* 
The wounds were nearly round in shape, inclining 
somewhat to the oblong, a little over half an inch 
in length, and confined to the hands, feet, and 
side. On the Thursday evening, and the Friday 
morning, these places often ran with clear blood, 
and were covered on other days with a scar of 
dried blood, without showing any signs of in- 
flammation. She did all she could to conceal 
them, as indeed with everything that might betray 
the interior graces she received. 

• '' But in 1834, on the occasion *of a solemn 
procession, a new phase of her ecstasy developed 
itself, and one day surprised her in the presence 
of several witnesses, when she was transfigured 
with an angelic beauty, radiant and glorious as a 
heavenly spirit, her arms extended to their ex- 
treme width in the form of a cross, and her feet 
barely seeming to touch the bed on which she 
reposed. All around, could then plainly perceive 
the mysterious stigmata, and the matter could no 
longer remain a secret. 

** She had always been delicate, but in the 
autumn of the same year she was attacked with 
most painful convulsions, which lasted for several 
weeks. Nevertheless, towards Christmas, or, to 
speak more correctly, after the Feast of the Im- 
maculate Conception, she recovered her fresh and 
healthy look, and continued so to the end of the 
following summer. It was during the autumn of 
the same year that, making )a tour through the 
Tyrol, I had several times the opportunity of see- 
ing her. 
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*' Caldarno, the place of her hirth, is situated in 
a most lovely country. On the right bank of the 
Etschy not far from its junction with the Eisac^ 
rises a mountain, remarkable, not so much for its 
height as for its picturesque shape, which extend- 
ing for a distance of two or three leagues above 
the valley, and mingling its spurs with those of a 
more elevated chain, separates the vale of the 
Etsch from that of Nunsberg. 

" In the space between these two mountains is 
a charming valley, in the midst of which the 
transparent waters of a small lake reflect the vine- 
yards which clothe its shores. 

" Here on a gentle slope rises Caldarno, with 
its picturesque stone houses, surrounded by a 
foreground of villages, castles, and Culvarys, while 
in the far distance the snowy summits of the 
Alps make up a glorious landscape, rivalled on 
the opposite horizon by the bare and wooded 
peaks of the mountain chains, which stretch away 
up the valley of the Etsch towards Trent. 

''In one of these substantial houses, such as 
our fathers delighted to bnild in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, lives Maria Mori. The room 
she bleeps in has, with its whitewashed walls, a 
bright pleasant look ; the mattress she lies on is 
of the hardest, but her bed furniture and sur- 
roundings are scrupulously clean. At the bedside 
is a small domestic altar, with several pictures 
hanging .behind it, to which she has a special 
devotion ; they are attached to the posts of the 
windows, which, after the custom of the country, 
are furnished with Venetian blinds^ in order to 
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soften the viyid lights and cool the snitry air of 
this burning climate. 

** Maria Mori is of the middle height, slight in 
figure, as is often the case among the Tyrolese, 
with those of German descent, mixed as tbey are 
with so many various races, but among whom the 
Franco-Bhenish blood seems here to predominate, 
a result to be attributed to that influx of German 
colonists, which, by the policy of the Koman 
emperors was directed from the banks of the 
Bhine to guard this important pass into the 
plains of Italy. 

'' For her sole nourishment Maria Mori takes, 
from time to time, either by her own inclination, 
or at the wish of her confessor, a few grapes or 
other fruit, or occasionally a little bread. In 
consequence of so meagre a diet she has become 
extremely thin, but yet not more so than many 
others who lead an ordinary life. Her face indeed 
has a certain fulness, which, however, varies ac- 
cording to her state of health. 

'' On my first visit I found her in the position 
she generally occupies for the greater part of the 
day, kneeling on the very edge of her bed, and in 
the ecstatic trance ; her hands crossed upon her 
breast allowed a distinct view of the stigmata; her 
i.ice, with an upward gaze, was turned in the 
direction of the church ; her eyes, raised towards 
heaven, expressed the most profound absorption, 
which nothing seemed to have the power to dis- 
turb. Not a movement was visible, save that 
produced by her measured breathing, gentle as 
that of a sleeping infant. 

'' Never had I beheld such a spectacle. I could 
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liompare it witb nolliing but tbat of an adoring 
aDgel, prostrate in prayer at the foot of the Eter- 
nal Throne. No wonder tbat it sbould produce 
so vivid an impression upon tbose who witness it, 
for tbe hardest heart could never resist its effect^ 
but would dissolve in tears of astonishment and of 

joy- 

** It is said by ber confessor, and other priesta 
ti^bo at various times have acted as ber directors^ 
that for tbe last four years she has been occupied 
in contemplating tbe life and passion of our Lord, 
and in bonouring tbe Blessed Sacrament. She is 
guided in ber prayers by the order of tbe eccle- 
siastical year, and has written some prayers for 
ber confessor, whicb are, be assured me, full of 
fervour and edification. Tbe power she has of 
distinguitibing remote objects, whether in time or 
space, is only eitercised on behalf of tbe Church 
and of religion, and, far different from clair- 
voyants, she does not pretend to tbe slightest 
knowledge of what passes in ber own person ; and 
witb tbe events she has foretold she has never had 
the sliglitest clue to lead her to such predictions, 
and t}ieir accomplishment has always entirely 
depended upon tbe free unfettered exercise of the 
human will, acted upon by the divine providence 
6f God. 

** To het confdssor alone has she spoken of ber 
visions, and from ber limited knowledge, has 
often bad some difficulty in finding words to 
explain what she has seen. Nevertheless, the 
vivid reflections of tbe picture which is in her 
mind is cleaHy visible in tbe bearing and attitude 
of hdr body, which fiiils to take part, to a greater 
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or less degree in the object of her contemplation* 
. ** So at Christmas time, she appears nursing in 
her arms with a great joy the new-born Infant ; 
at tho Epiphany, on her knees in adoration 
among the Magi ; she assists at the marriage 
feast of Gana, reclining at table after the manner 
of the Jews, a circnmstance impossible for her to 
haye learnt by external aid, since the pictuVes in 
onr churches never by any chance represent this 
Eastern fashion. On other feasts her whole figure 
perfectly expresses the nature of her meditations. 

''But by far the most frequent object of her 
contemplation is the Passion of our Divine Lord, 
and it is this which produces upon her the deep- 
est effect, accompanied by the most perfect out- 
ward development. In Holy Week more particu- 
larly, her whole being seems filled to overflowing 
with the impression of her Saviour's sufferings, 
and the outward image of them becomes more 
exact and striking. But apart from this sacred 
tiaie, the repetition of the mystery is renewed 
every Friday in the year, and thus offers a fre- 
quent opportunity to observe its wonderful effects, 

** The simple and natural manner in which she 
goes through the representation of this great mys- 
tery is one of her most striking characteristics ; 
for if we follow its every stage, from the com- 
mencement to its final development, we shall find 
that each scene of the mighty drama bears the 
faithful impress of her own personality. 

*' It is evident that her mind has long acquired 
the power, not only of contemplating afar off, or, 
as it were, touching lightly upon the object of her 
meditation^ as we do in every day life, but also of 
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thorongbly realizing the ntaation, of entering 
into its very spirit, and of thus placing herself iu. 
the most intimate connectioa with it. 

** Her mind so surrenders itself to the object 
which occupies it, that the result is a perfect and 
complete union, amounting almost to mental 
identification ; the mind moulding the image to 
its own will and fancy. As this union becomes 
more intimate, the reflection of the interior action 
is more outwardly developed, and her contempla- 
tion thus becomes in its turn an object of contem- 
plation to the observer. 

'' The scene begins on the Friday morning, 
and if we follow its development we see that 
as some think while they speak, or rather speak 
while they think, without having a consciousness 
of the words they utter, so our Ecstatic meditates 
on the Passion by reproducing it, or rather repro- 
duces it in contemplation without having the 
consciousness of her action. 

'^ The movement is at first calm and regular ; 
then, by degrees, as it becomes mpre sad and 
thrilling, the features take each moment a deeper 
cast, and their look is more and more sorrowful. 
Then, when the last hour arrives, and Anguish has 
penetrated into the very depths of her soul, the 
image of death is depicted in every line of her 
countenance. There she is, kneeling on the bed, 
her hands crossed upon her breast. Around her 
reigns a profound silence, scarcely broken by the 
breathing of the bystanders. It is as if the sun 
of her life was setting, and as his light departed 
the shadows of death emerging from their abyss^ 
approach nearer and nearer towards her, veiling 
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Buecessively every limb under tlieir gloomy pi^ll, 
and crowding in upon her soul, which sinks into 
nothingness the instant that its last flickering 
light is extinguished. 

"' She was pale from the beginning, but as the 
end approaches, the pallor of her countenance 
increases. The chill of death shakes her frame, 
and her life seems each moment hidden in ever 
deepening shadows. Her sighs, escaping with 
difiSculty from her breast, announce the increasing 
anguish of her soul. From her fixed and vacant 
eyes great tears roll slowly down her cheeks ; by 
almost insensible movements her lips become 
by degrees more apart ; like the lightnings 
which precede the storm they form in gradually 
narrowing circles, which seem first to agitate the 
face, and at length become so violent that they 
shake at intervals the entire body. The sighs are 
now changed into a moan, which rends the hearts 
of all around ; a dark flush covers the cheeks, the 
swollen tongue seems as though fastened to the 
parched palate. The convulsions become more 
violent and distressing; the hands, which failed 
her from the first, fall heavily at her side ; the 
nails are blue, the fingers clenched convulsively, 
and the* death rattle sounds in her throat. 

" Her breathing, ever more hurried, struggles 
by incredible eflbrts to free itself from her stifled 
chest, and each gasp seems as though it were her 
lust. The month, open to its full extent, the 
pinched nose, the sunken eye, so fearfully change 
the features as to render it impossible to recog- 
nize them. 

^* Yet a few sighs at long intervals escape from 
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that form on wLicli death has laid his icy grasp; 
and now she breathes her last ; then the featares 
relax, and the head, with every mark of deatb 
upon it, sinks back in utter and complete exhaust 
tion, and a lifeless body, fi*om whence the spirit 
seems to have taken its flight, is before us. 

** It remains in this state but for & space of 
two minutes, then the head rises, the hands cross 
themselves once more upon the breast, and th« 
face regains its form of calm repose. She is on 
her knees, her eyes raised towards heaven, and 
presenting to God the homage of her grateful 
acknowledgment. 

'' This scene is repeated each week, ever the 
same in its principal features, but marked at 
times by slight variations, which are, as it were, 
the outward expressions of her interior disposi* 
tions, a fact I have often convinced myself of by 
careful attention. Throughout the whole there is 
nothing in the slightest degree artificial ; it flows 
without art from the depths of' her nature, as the 
spring flows from its source. There is nothing 
false, forced, or exaggerated in the whole repre*- 
sentation, and were she really to die, death could 
take no' other shape. 

" However deeply she may be absorbed in her 
contemplation, a single word from her confessor, 
or from any other person who has spiritual juris- 
diction over her, is sufficient to recall her to 
herself, without any perceptible transition between 
the two states. She responds immediately to the 
call ; her eyes open, and in an instant she is free 
from her ecstasy. The expression of her face now 
changes ; she looks like an artless child fall of 
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Qimplicity and candour. The first thing she does 
on her awakening, when she catches sight of those 
presenti is to cover her wounded hands, like a 
child that would fain hide its delinquencies from 
-its mother's eye. Far from heing disturbed by 
the presence of strangers, she glances enquiringly 
around, and salutes each one with a friendly 
greeting. She is manifestly ill at ease if the im- 
pression of the thrilling scenes so lately witnessed 
is yisible on the astonished faces of the bystanders, 
or should any of them chance to treat her with 
any sort of honour or veneration, and she strives 
by a sportive playfulness to efface the deeper feel- 
ings she has aroused. 

^'Having lost for a long time the power of 
speech, she tries to make herself understood by 
signs, and should that not suffice, she looks at 
her confessor for assistance, and asks of him to 
interpret for her, like a child that has not yet 
begun to lisp its first words. * 

*^ Her brown eyes beam with the innocence and 
gaiety of childhood ; her glance is so clear that it 
seems to reflect the deepest recesses of her soul ; 
and one soon forms the conviction that she is the 
last person in the world in whom fraud or decep- 
tion could find a resting-place. It is impossible 
to discover in her the slightest trace of exaggera- 
tion, of affectation, of false sentimentality, of 
hypocrisy, or of pride. She possesses most com- 
pletely that touching charm of youth, the sweet- 
ness and innocence of which have been preserved 
in her by an atmosphere of simplicity, which 
easily surrenders to playfulness, guarded by that 
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delicate tact which avoids by instinct every un- 
becoming thonght or expression. 

^* Surrounded by her friends, she is able, once 
recalled to herself, to remain so for some con- 
siderable time ; bat one feels that to do so an 
■ extraordinary effort is necessary on her part, for 
ecstasy is her natural state, Und the ordinary state 
of the rest of the world is to her artificial and 
unnatural. 

*' In the middle of a conversation, just as she 
seems to take the most lively interest in it, all at 
once her eyes become suddenly fixed, and in a 
moment, without any transition, the ecstasy has 
seized her. During my stay at Galdarno she had 
consented to act as godmother to a newly-born 
child. Holding it in her arms, with the most 
intense joy, she manifested a lively interest in the 
whole ceremony, but while it lasted she fell several 
times into an ecstasy, from which it was necessary 
as often to recall her. 

'^ Nothing can be more wonderful than the sight 
of these ecstasies. Lying on her back, she seems 
to float in waves of light, and looks around her 
with a joyous smile ; then all at once she becomes 
gradually swallowed up. The waves play for an 
instant around her, then the waters cover her, 
and she is as if surrounded by a transparent 
light. Her phase of childhood has passed away ; 
often in the height of the ecstasy her eyes shine 
in the midst of her transfigured features, open to 
their widest extent, without resting on any one 
object, and seeming to dart their inspired glances 
into space, like a sibyl, clothed in addition with 
all the beauty of a higher nature. 
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'^ Alihongh devoted to ber meditations andr her 
many exercises of piety, it must not be tbongbt 
that Maria Mori neglects ber bousehold duties* 
From her bed she directs and overlooks every- 
thing, a task which was formerly spared her by a 
sister wbo died some years ago. 

'^ By the interest of some kind friends, a pen- 
sion has for the past few years been settled upon 
her, but wanting, as sbe does, for nothing, she 
devotes it to tbe education of her brothers and 
sisters, wbom sbe has placed in various situations, 
according to tbeir tastes and dispositions. 

"Every day, about two o'clock, sbe devotes 
some time to business. Her confessor recalls her 
to herself, she proposes to him any difSculties she 
may have, and gives every necessary direction 
with a thought for the welfare of all in whom she 
is interested; and so great a fund of sound practi- 
cal sense does sbe possess, tbat everything around 
her is always arranged in the most perfect order." 



112 



ACCOUNT OF A VISIT TO THE ADDOLORATA 
AND ECSTATICA IN THE TYROL, 

BY THE REV, T. W. ALLIES, M.A, 



Trent, Augnst 1st, 1847. 

My dear 

Since I last wrote to you I have seen two 
sights more remarkable than any that ever fell 
under my own observation before, and than any 
that are likely to full again. I mean to give yoa 
as short an 'account of them as will convey a real 
notion of them. 

Maria Domenica Lazzari, daughter of a poor 
miller now dead, lives in the wild Alpine village 
of Capriana, in the Italian Tyrol, which we had a 
walk of four hours through the mountains to 
reach. She was born March 16th, 1815, and up 
to the year 1833 lived the ordinary life of a pea- 
sant, blameless and religious, but in no respect 
otherwise remarkable. 

In August 1833 she had an illness, not in the 
first instance of an extraordinary nature; but it 
took tbe form of an intermittent fever, confining 
her completely to her bed, and finally contracting 
tbe nerves of her hands and feet so as to cripple 
them. On the 10th of January, 1834, she re« 
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oeived on her hands, feet, and left side the marks 
of oar Lord's five wounds ; the first appearance of 
these was a gradual reddening of the various 
points beneath the skin ; this was strongly 
marked on a Thursday, and on the following day 
the wounds were open, blood flowed^ and since 
that time they have never undergone any material 
change. Three weeks afterwards, her family 
found her in the morning, covering her face in a 
state of great delight, a sort of trance ; on remov- 
ing the handkerchief letters were found oq it 
marked in blood, and Domenica's brow had a 
complete impression of the crown of thorns, in a 
line of small punctures about a quarter of an inch 
apart, from which the blood was flowing freshly .% 
They asked her who had torn her so? (chi 
I'aveva cosi pettinata ?) She replied : ** A very 
fair lady had come in the night and adorned her." 
On the 10th April, 1884, she took a little water, 
with a morsel of bread steeped in it; from that 
day to this she has taken no nourishment what- 
ever, save the Holy Sacrament, which she receives 
weekly once or twice, in the smallest possible 
quantity. Some years ago, when the priest had 
given her the Host, sudden convulsions came on, 
and she was unable to swallow It ; the priest tried 
repeatedly to withdraw It, but in vain, the con- 
vulsions returning as often as he attempted it, 
and so It remained forty days, when It was at 
last removed untouched. We were assured of 
this by the Prince-Bishop of Trent. From the 
time that she first received the stigmata, in 
January, 1834, to the present time, the wounds 

have bled every Friday, with a loss of from one to 
8 
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two onnces of blood, beginning earlj in tbe monr- 
ing, and on Friday only ; tbe quantity of blood 
wbicb now flows is less than it used to be. Tbe 
above information we received chiefly from Signor 
Yoris, a surgeon of Oavalase, the chief village of 
the district, in which Capriana lies. We carriad 
him a letter from Signor Stampa, son-in-law of ,! 
Manzoniy whom we met at Milan last Sanday, 
and who had just returned from a visit to Dome- 
nica, exactly a week before our own. He appeared 
quite ovesivbelmed at what he had. seen, and gave 
us an exact account, which our own eyes subse- 
quently verified. We reached Cavalese from 
Neumarkt on Thursday, having taken especial 
care so to time our visit that we might see Dome- 
nica first on Thursday evening, and then on 
Friday morning, so as to be able to observe that 
mflrTvellous flow <of blood which is said to take 
place on Friday. Signor Yoris.most obligingly 
offered' to accompany us ; accordingly, we left 
Cavalese shortly after one o'clock on Thursday, 
'And reached Capriana by a wild road through a 
mountainous valley in four hours. As we got 
near the place, Signor Yoris said, ^* I will tell yoa 
Hw curious instance of Domenica's acuteness of 
bearing. My wife and I were going once to visit 
ber ; when we< were eighty or a hundred yarda 
from her house, I whispered to my wife to go 
quietly, that we might take her by surprise. We 
did so accordingly, but, much to our astonish- 
ment, she received us with a smile, saying that 
she had not been taken by surprise, and alluding 
to the very words I had used. She: showed. na 
the spot where this had oceoriedy and ibitaaoer* 
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tainly an acnteness of sense far beyond anything I 
can conceive possible. We went; straight to 
Domenica's cottage, and knocked at the door. 
Her sister was out, but in a few minutes shd 
came from a cottage a little below, and let ua in* 
At the inner end of a low room, near the wall, on 
a bed hardly larger than a crib, Domenioa lay 
crouched up, the hands closely clasped over the 
breast, the head a little raised, the legs, gathered 
np nearly under her in a way the bed clothes did 
not allow us to see. About three quarters of an 
inch under the roots of the hair, a straight line ia 
drawn all round the forehead, dotted with small 
punctures, a quarter of an inch apart ; abora thifl 
the flesh is of the natural coloor, perfectly clear 
t^nd free from blood; below, the face is covered 
down to the bottom of the nose, and the cheeks to 
the same extent, with a dry crust or mask x>f 
blood. Her breast heaved with a sort of convi]*t> 
Bion, and her teeth chattered. On the* outside of 
both hands> as they lie clasped together in a line 
with the second finger, about an inch from the 
knuckle, is a hard scar, of dark eoloar,. rising 
above the flesh, lialf an inch in lengthy, by ahoul 
three-eighths in width ; roudfi these the skin is 
slightly redd^ied, but quite free from blood. 
From the position of the hands it is not possible 
to see well in«ide, but stooping down on the right 
of her bed, I could almost see an incision answer- 
ing to the outward one, and apparently deeper; 
I leaned over her head, within a foot of the 
corona on the forehead, and closely obsen^d the 
wounds. She looked at us Very fixedly, but 
bardlj spc^ke.- We heard hei^ only ttf, ^^Ditd 
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zoio !" seTdral times ivlien her pains were bad. 
She seemed to enter into Signor Yoris's conversa- 
tion^ smiled repeatedly, and bent ber bead. But 
it was an effort to ber to attend, and at times the 
ejes closed, and sbe became insensible. By far 
the most striking point in ber appearance tbis 
evening was tbat dry mask of blood, descending 
BO regularly from tbe punctured line round tbe 
forebead ; for it must be remarked tbat tbe blood 
has flowed in a straigbt line all down tbe face, as 
if sbe were erect, not as it would naturally flow 
from tbe position in wbicb sbe was lying, tbat is, 
off tbe middle to tbe sides of tbe face. And wbat 
is strangest of all, tbere is a space all round tbe 
face, from tbe forebead down to the jaw, by tbe 
ears, quite free from blood, and of tbe natural 
colour, wbicb is just tbat part to wbicb tbe blood, 
as sbe lies, ougbt most to run. After about tbree 
quarters of an bour we took leave, intending to 
return tbe first tbing in tbe morning. Don 
Micbele Santuari, tbe parisb priest, on wbom we 
called, was out; be returned our visit for a 
minute or two early tbe next morning, but was 
going to his brother's again. 

Friday evening, July 30tb. 

Wben we visited Domenica at half-past 
five tbis morning, tbe change was very remark- 
able. The hard scars on tbe outside of ber bands 
had sunk to the level of tbe flesb, and become 
raw, and fresh running wounds, but without 
indeutation, from which tbere was a streak of 
blood running a finger's length, not perpendicu'^ 
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krly, bnt down the middle of the wrist. The 
wound inside the left hand, seemed, on the con- 
trary, deep and farrowed, much blood had flowed, 
and the hand seemed mangled ; the wound of the 
right hand inside could not be seen* The punc- 
tures round the forehead had been bleeding and 
were open, so that the mask of blood was thicker, 
and very terrible to look at. The darkest place of 
all was the tip of the nose, a spot which, as she 
was lying, the blood in its natural course could 
not reach at all. It must be observed again, that 
the blood flows as if she were suspended, and not 
recumbent. The sight is so fearful that a person 
of weak nerves would very probably be overcome 
by it; indeed, Signer Stampa and his servant 
were both obliged to leave the room. While we 
were there, Domenica's sister, who lives alone 
with her, stood at the head of her crib, with her 
hands under her head,, occasionally raising her. 
We fanned her alternately with a large feathered 
fan, which alone seemed to relieve her ; for she is 
in a continual fever, and her window remains 
open day and night, summer and winter, in the 
severest cold. She seemed better this morning, 
and more able to speak, and did so at intervals 
several times. I asked her to pray for us. She 
replied : *' Questo faro ben volentieri." ** Prega 
die ringhilterra sia tutta Cattolica, che non sia 
che una religione, perche adesso ci sono molte."* 
She replied, I believe, in the very words of the 

• "1 wm do BO willingly." "Pray that England may aU 
beoome Catholic, and that there may be one religion where 
there are now lo many." 



»»■ 
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Oft^hkm^ '** 8!^ non yi e che nna sola religion^ 
Gatiolica Boznana ; fc^ori di qoesta non si deye 
fiT«r ipdranza."* She observed that other English 
Lad asked the same thing of her. She has light 
and sparkling gray eyes, which she fixed r«« 
peaiedly on us, looking at us severally with ffreat 
interest. We told her that the Bishop of Trent 
liad requested us to call on him, and give him a 
report qf her; and asked her if she had anything 
to say. She replied : ** Tell him that I desire 
his benediction, and that I resign myself in eyery** 
thing to the will of God^ and that of thia Bishop; 
I said : '' Piu si patisce qui, piu si gode dopo. 
fihe replied : '* Si ; si deve sperarlo.^t Before wo 
left W->**— repeated^ "You will pray for us;**^ 
the bowed her head; "and for all Engkind/* 
fihe relied: "Qaanto io posso."t After nearly 
an hour's stay we took leave, hoping that we might 
ail meet in paradise. There is an allar in bet 
toom, at which Mass is celebrated once a week, 
and many small pictures of saints. Everything^ 
betokens the greatest poverty. 

It is most hard to realize sueh a life as Dome^ 
nioa's continued through thirteen years. The 
impression left on my mind as to her state, is 
tiyct slse auffers with the utmost resignation 
a wonderful and inexplicable diseasOi on which 

* ** HieM it one only xeligiou, CathoUo and Boman, oat of 
whioh t^ieir^ i* ao Balyation/* 

t " The greater onr Buffering here, the greater our joy here- 
after." ** We muBi hope «o." 

t^An muoh as I am able.** 
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tibie tolctos of oar Sa7i6Ttr's Passion ar^ nuraoor 
l^asly and modt awfully impreased. 

The points in ber case which are bejond audi 
OOntrarj to nature are these : 

1st. For thirteen yeai's she has neither eaian^ 
ttor drunken, except that very small portian of thd^: 
Host whitih she receives oaco or twice weekiyi* 

2nd. On the hands and (e&i, inside and onk^^ 
side, she bears the wounds of our Lord-; botth: 
sides run with blood ; whether the wounds go 
through is not known ; and on the left side is a 
wound which also bleeds. 

8rd. She has on her broW, as I saw and I bave 
described, and I believe all round the head, tha> 
mark of tfao crown of tborits^ a series of pano* 
tures and a red line, as if of something pressing 
0(tt the head* 

4th. All these wounds run with blood at 
present, and during thirteen years have doBo the 
like, regularly and at an early hour on Friday^ 
aaid on that day alone. 

Combining the first and fourth Jaoi, we get ft 
phenomenon which sets at utl^r defiance ail phy* 
sical science^ and which seems to me a dii-eci 
exertion of Almighty power, and of that alone* 
'* Medical men," said Signer Yoriii^ ''have bedo 
in abundance to see her, and have studied her 
case, but ho one has furnished the Teast solution 
of it." He assured me he had seea tbo woao4a 
on her feet a hundred times, and that the blooil 
flowed upwards towards the toes,^ as we saw it did 
on the nose. Since for the last two years she has 
been contracted and drawn up by ber disease, tbd 

ft^t ioaoaiot bo «06o» 3ho k»M refused to illow 
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any man to see the wonnd on the side, as it did 
not require to be medically treated; bufc offered 
that any number of women of her own village, or 
the wives of medical men might see it. Sbe is a 
good deal emaciated, but not so much as I have 
Been in other cases. Nothing can be more simple 
and natural than her manner and that of her 
sister. Their cottage is open at all times. 
Domenica may be closely seen, all but touched 
and handled. Indeed, around that couch one 
treads instinctively with reverence ; the image of 
the Woe surpassing all woes is too plainly 
marked, for the truth of what one sees not to sink 
indelibly on the mind. No eye witness, I will 
venture to say, will ever receive the notion of any- 
thing like deceit. 

We returned to Neumarkt on Friday, and on 
Saturday morning July Slst, walked nine miles to 
Caldarno, to see the other great wonder of the 
Tyrol, Maria Mori, called the Ecstatica. On 
arriving, we presented the Bishop of Trent's 
letter to the Dean, and in about an hour were 
conducted to the Franciscan convent; from this 
one of the friart^ conducted us to the monastery, 
within the enclosure of which, but only as a 
lodger^ Maria Mori has withdrawn. 



But I may now as well describe what we saw. 
In a few minutes the friar had taken us to the 
garden door of the monastery ; we entered a pas- 
sage, where he left us for a short time, and 
returning, told us to open a door, which led into 
a bedroom ; I opened another door^ and found* 
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tnyself, before I expected, in the presence of the 
^08t unearthly vision I ever beheld. In a corner 
of a sufficiently large room^ on which the full 
light of day was tempered down by the blinds ^ 
being closed, Maria Mori was on her knees on 
her bed. Dressed entirely in white, her dark 
hair came down on both sides to her waist; her 
eyes were fixed intently upwards, her hands 
joined in adoration and pressing her chin. She 
took not the slightest notice of our entrance, nor 
seemed to be at all aware of our presence ; her 
position was thrown considerably forward, and 
leaning on one side ; one in which, on a soft bed 
especially, it must have been very difficult, if pos- 
sible, to remain a minute. We gazed at her 
intently the whole time we were allowed to 
remain, about six minutes. I could see a slight 
trembliog of the eye and heaving of the frame, 
and heard one or two throbs, but otherwise it 
would have seemed a statue rather than anything 
living. Her expression was extremely beautiful 
and full of devotion. Long before we were con- 
tent to go, the friar intimated his impatience. 
I asked him to cause her to pass out of her 
ecstasy, and recline on the bed. He went near to 
her, and spoke a few words in a very low tone ; 
upon which, after a slight pause, she slid in an 
indescribable manner down from her kneeling 
position, her hands remaining closed together, 
her eyes wide open, and her knees bent under, 
how I cannot imagine. She is said to spring up 
again into her former position as often as her 
state of ecstasy comes upon her, without disjoin- 
iBg her hands ; and this we should have liked to. 
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see, but the fri«r was argent that we should leaf«^ 
and we aocordingly obeyed. The sleeves sha 
wore round her wrists prerented oar being able to. 
see whether the stigmata were visible, which she. 
bears on her hands and her feet. The Bishop o£. 
Trent afterwards told me we should IiaTe asked 
her confessor to order her to show the former* 
These were first observed in 1834. Now, though 
what we saw, bears oat the accounts given ot the 
Ecstutica, 60 far as it went, yet I must admit 
that we did not leave her with thai fall satisfuc* 
tion we had felt in the ease oi the Addolorata* 
Maria MorFs state, in its very natare, does not 
admit the bystander to each perfect proof as that 
of Domenica Lazzaro. Had we remained half an 
hoar or an hoar, instead of six minutes, it mast 
still have been a matter of faith to ns, how long 
these ecstasies continue, and how often they reeon 
None bat those who live daily with her ew be 
aware of all her case. I can only say that what 
we saw was very strange and striking, and when 
the Bishop of Trent informs as, as he did a few 
hours ago, that these trances contiaae four or five 
hoars together, I must entirely believe it* He 
had seen the stigmata on lier hands and she had 
rendered him, as her superior, the same obedienee 
which she gives to her confessor. , , 

If I may venture to draw any eonduskm from 
what I have seen, it ia that it appears to he a 
ddMgn of God, by means of these two yoiHig pea> 
sons, to impress on an age of es^edai acepticiaia 
and unbelief i|L spiritual agency, such tokens ot 
our Lord's Passion, as no candid observer can fiul 
to ]?ecogni8e» Neither of thdee casea can be 
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brought under the ordinary laws of nature : both 
Beem to bear witness^ in a different but perhaps 
equally wonderful manner, to the glory of God as 
reflected from the Passion of His Son on the 
members of His Body. 

Ever yours, 

T. W. Allies. 

(Maria Domenica Lazzari 4idd about Easter, 
1848, aged thirty-three years, while Maria Mori 
lived thirty years longer, and died in 1868.) 
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APPENDIX. 



The following letter from Dr. Imbert Gour- 
beyre. Professor of Medicine at the Medical 
School of Clermont Ferrand, which has recently 
appeared in the Univers, in answer to some 
Btrictares of the Siecle, will be read with interest., 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE UNIVEBS. 

Nice, Nov. 27, 1871^ 

Sir, 

The Steele copies the account given by 
Father Ubald, Capuchin, of his visit to the Bel- 
gian Ecstatica, and tries to deprive it of its eJOTect 
by adding the scornful comment, ^^£st-ce assez 
fort." 

Now it deserves to be generally known that 
nearly three hundred members of the medioal 
faculty have examined Louise Lateau, not to 
mention a still larger number of Bishops, priests, 
and laymen, who have satisfied themselves as to 
the facts of the case, and not one of whom has 
uttered a syllable of doubt on the subject. 

I have not the honour to be a Capuchin, but I 
am a physician. During the last three years, I 
have made four visits to Bois d'llaine, and after 
making examinations strictly according to rules 
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prescribed by medical science, I do not hesitate to 
assert that the facts of the case of Louise Lateau 
are essentially supernatural. 

On the 18th of October last I was once more 
present at the supernatural phenomenon (as I 
deem it) of tJbe stigmatization. A fortnight 
afterwards I travelled into Italy, to study another 
** Stigmatis^e/' and there daring four days I was 
eyewitness of facts also of an nnqnestionablj 
miraculous character. What I saw in Italy I 
shall describe in a work I am about to publish 
entitled^ '^L*Histoire des Stigmatis6es de Boi6 
d'Haine et d'Oria." 

The Siecle will then have reason to exclaim, 
*' G'est de plus fort en plus fort." But it is 
weak, not " strong/' to indulge in sneers about 
statements of such seriousness, and at the same 
time of such reality as these — statements which, 
if untrue, are so readily capable of disproof. 

The editor of the Siecle, if he be an honest 
man, has simply to apply to the Bishop of tfa<i 
diocese (Tournay) for permission to be present at 
one of the Friday stigmatizations of Louise 
Lateau. If he comes provided with that autho- 
rity I doubt not but that the door of the poor 
cottage will be open to him or any other esprit 
fort. I thinfk it my duty, however, to warn them 
of one serious risk they' must run in going to 
visit Bold d'Haine. I state on' my owb respoiisi* 
bility as a witness the following facts, which 
Dccurred to oneof my brother doctors. 

Like the gentlemen on the editorial staff of thd 
Siecle, he was both a Freethinker and a Free* 
tnason. During the medical enquiry of Jannarj 
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dih, 1869, tbere was a considerable crowd rouod 
the cottage. Dr. D. bad been commissioned by 
bis Masonic friends to go to Bois d*Haine, in 
order to investigate and unmask the ''comedie 
clericale/' that was going on there; but coming, as 
he did, without the necessary authorization, he 
was refused admission. This annoyed him, and 
be was expressing his feelings somewhat loudly 
amongst the people outside, when M. Dechamps 
came by. The Minister of State stopped and 
enquired the reason of the disturbance which he 
heard. " Sir," said the incredulous doctor, with 
some warmth, ** they are letting in Catholic doc- 
tors to see Louise Lateau ; the opinions of those 
gentlemen are formed beforehand. I am a 
Bationalist, and known to be so, and they shut 
xne out." M. Dechamps replied : " Sir, if you 
are a doctor you will be admitted. Do you know 
any of the medical men inside the cottage ?" 
" Yes," answered Dr. D., " I am acquainted with 
Dr. Alfred Boulain." Thereupon Dr. D. was at 
once adniitted into the bedroom of Louise, where 
he stayed several hours, and examined attentively 
the extraordinary facts that were before his eyes. 
In the evening the friends of Dr. D. were wait- 
ing for him at the railway station, all expectancy 
to hear his account of the comedie he had wit- 
nessed at Bois d'Haine. Great, however, was 
their surprise when the doctor met them looking 
serious and thoughtful, and said to them^ ^' My 
friends, I don't believe in miracles, as you know ; 
but what I have to-day seen is so extraordinary 
that I cannot laugh at it. It has made me think 
deeply." He did think so deeply that a short 
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time afterwards he was converted, and broke off 
an illicit connexion. He died at the beginning 
of the present year, and daring his illness he felt 
that Loaise Lateau's prayers had availed him 
much. 

This is the risk which the gentlemen of the 
Siecle might run if they went to visit the Belgian 
Ecstatica; but if they won't go to confession, 
they might at least learn to pay some respect to 
truth. 

I am, &c. 

Imbebt Gourbeyre, M.D. 



FINIS. 
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